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r that the 
Incloſed which contains the moſt material 
ces of my paſt Life, which I atteſt are 
Facts, may be made Nane ms con. 
2 that the World 
(though of Follies) how hard! 
Blood have been 
diſligated, and I doubt/ not the Humane and 
Candid commulerate my Calamities. 


"he » ety 
4 þ | 
{> "1 ' 
s. o 5 
% 
x 4 
* 
c — 
; „ 
8 — IS * 
aan 
» 


17 
9 


Neri 


* 


* „ 


9 


* J A > by 24 + Sj 4! 


' n . N TS. _— i * OT 
0 * 4 * ; . FF 4.4 1 . e 2 >. 5, + 


* 


1 


— 


_ Readers; 
„e e 
2 


2 
9 ” 


Salben fed "gr this Fariny' 


Jake, E. 


was the Son of Sir Willion Pare. 
, Baronet, of Nortingbam ; the 
"Account of his Family bei 
the Baronets of England, and not 


very long, I ſhall here rranferibe 


1 
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7 = 17 WILLIAM PARSONS, EG 


h 
of tde Coonty of r mager 


Parſons, 
_— marrisd e 


ie e e Satiafselen LW my 


\ 7 
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« gf = * 
r Pur Fraun 5, 28: Corb. 
* 1 Kut who married . — 45 | 
. Kiddermi e 1 
571 | nt." (by. Mary tis: . 
FL rs Hr Ie of Dorne, in 
nt, -whom e | 
o<died S. P. Williagi; * Mary, "even. 
« Years old, 1634 Anne, five Years old, 16, 34 
1 Elizabeth, 3 aged 8 Months, 1634. ee 
„ William Parſons, Eſq; eldeſt ri 
Son and Heir, was advanced to the Dignity 
of a Baronet by King Charles II. He mar- 
<« ried Elizabeth, Daughter and Heir of Sir 
« Laurence Parſons, Knt. and had two Sons 
** ape; two Daughters; Sir Jobn, his Succeſſor, 
Colonel Parſons, Who married the 
* Sheer of Sir John Barker, and died S. P. 
Sir Jobn Parſqns, Bart. his eldeſt Son and 
« Succeſſor, married "Catharine, Daughter of 
« Sit Clifford Clifton, Knt. Siſter and Co-heir 
« of Sir William Clifton, of Clifton, - in Com. 
«<" Nottingham; Bart. by whom he bad - Ifſue 
<t"Sir lun, bis Succeſſor, and a Daughter. 
« Sir William Parſons, Bart. only Son and 
<< Succeſſor to his Father, Sir Jabn Parſont, is 
<« the preſent Baronet; he hath been twice 
4 ET firſt to Frances, Daughter of Henry 
te Dutton, Eſq; and Niece to Mary, late D 
c cheſs of Northumberland, by whom- he h 
two Sons, John, now Fellow of: MAH CO 
< Age, Oxford, and illam, Lieutenant * 
“ Colonel Cholmondeley's Regiment of. Feb: 
<< and, married: Mary, Daughter of Jabn Tramp- 
ee ton, of the Exchequer, Elqz and one Daughter , 
« Grace,” WAY e to whom the late 
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4 Duckeſs' of Norhamkrlend f Jet 4 conſider 
able Fortune l . 
Anil Par ſons was born in b ee e | 
in Londen, in the Year ©1717. ee] 9 6 | 
Age his- Father (feilt him to Pepper harr 
near Sur, to receive che "ff 
Light 6f „under the Cate of the 
Reverend Mr. 4 Gentleman Eminent 
for his Piety and Learming. Under the Tuition | 
- | of thiwworthy Manhe'remained".between three 
and four Years, uiid from thence Was ſent to 
Eton- Collexe; that he might there complear his 
Jovetile' xertiſes, and fit himſelf for the Uni- 
verſity. He 55 at Eton about tine Years, 
but thro? am ill Habit and Proneneſs to 8 
the made ſo ſmall a Proficiency. in Eroditivh, or 
at leaſt received his Iniſtrüctions ' with ch, In- 
attention and Neglect; Thar the Traces of his 
academic Learning were very ſhortly. eraced, 
and little appeared but Nature, Tg PIE, | 
when he came from School. 
While he was at Eton he uſed to freq went the 
Sbop Mr. Pote, a Bbokfeller, who, ere Re chu 
| not Poffibly keep his Hands from prin J Mr. 
Pote miſſed ſeveral of che Volts 'of 9 05 
Homer's 1hads, and knew not where to | 
was refolved'to watch the” Motions of 80271 Per- 
ſon chat cache, and it was not long before Mr. 


4 
ö 


Parſons gave nim am nity, of detecti 
him; for the very next Tin he came Mr. Ws 


caught him in the Pact of Por fring one of them 
into ins Pocket: Mr: Poe directiy charged him 
with: ſtealing the others; which he, confeſſed, 
* . received the public Diſcipfitie" of the 
le was much more che Hine Gentleman than 
_ the Scholar, and indeed 93 rather” to | 
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Ca for the Sd, „ he 
Delight than the pe. mn of his Mind and 
l or. the i 
be ip Fes and. 


ure, and contrac 


5 . mage him. 
ok 4 _ 


12 to.the Say of "Food 
choice, n 
oy he 23 from Enn, 10 prevent 
e eee ig ee 
1 too ſon aſſuming the Priv 

; buy Father at hug 3 Flag in che Ne- 
d. as a Mayſhi N 
in 1 19 56 Sloop the 92 oy 
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* Howe 


— 5 2 on her Naber Ae abi Liber- 
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he went away to A 

re, about ten þ __ eee 
Gaiety. 
1 wo the Com 


ing with his 


CE, + - for as yo was: well ver 


2 oxer the 98 hats 1125 


F in him cheir 


| 2 


and a bare: Interview 


his. Stay here at Waller, be fall in 


vguer 


very pretty young Lady, a Dotor's | 


* 


daun, with all the Speed he could, and fore 


their Paſſage at the Iſland 


5 Heel fer rob al an: Gf td 
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KY ESP Y) 5 PRETTY * ; 


to gain her Aﬀettions, and a Conſent to 'Matri> 
y, This 61Pd bis Heart with Glee, and the 
opes df poſſeſſing an innocent, handſome 
Lady, with a handſome Parcel of Ready Lang; 
irs 9 Effect upo E 


8 
no, 10 
of the poor Girl; and his Abodein/Eng 


again on Board the Sl 
weighed Anchor, and 
Pott, in Company with his Majeſty's 
© [ale, Captain r om Bond 
; s Gepe ent at; Fabry ro: which Phes 
they made the beſt of their Way, | 
'of Madeira ' HE 
| Hit been loag at Jomaica; before he 
ſick of his Situation, 'and'earneftly: e 
5 28 3 
ſures of Love, and e 
EN IS OS 


2 
himſelf on "Board another Vet, for ir naves 
Country. ö 


* We 6 
ge ed nee 9 . 7% 


Ship rege being thet' at : 


- and ordered Home, he 
eee hanf on . 


| ſaid, Ship. in the Qual 77 of di #7 and 
ſoon came agi 16 mn Th a e ; 


was 
— 
* 


| ey 5 BY 
was. entering on his former Ades aki 
ill Fortune would have. it, his Uncle (who had 
been a ſecond? Time informed of: his ProceeQinps) 
vent and ſurprized, and prevented hirn. He now 
loſt all Hopes, and every Plan thathe laid ſeem'd 
 ſabrerted as ſoon as formed; for his Uncle kept 
him cloſe confined, and had too ſtrlct an Eye over 
his Canduct for him to eſcape his Secluſion, till 
ſuch Time he could find an Opportunity of ſend- 
ing him Abroad again; When a very - favour- 
able Occaſion ſoon Preſented itſelf: For his Ma- 
| jeſty 8 Ship, Romney, Captain Medley, being ſas 
tioned on the Banks of Newfoundland, he was 
 Nipped on Board: her in his former Station of 
Midmipman. Here, to his great Mortification, 
he was obliged to ſtay till the Ra Romney's Return, | 
and on.his Arrival in 9 found his Affairs 
in a very tatterꝰd Condition; for during his y | 
Abroad, ſome N artful Perſons; had. by 
Infinyations, and crafty Schemes and Contrivan- 
ces, incenſed — ay of Northumberland ſo 
5 y. againſt lim, that the dire&ly altered her 
45 Which ſhe before had made quite in Favout 
Ane and bequeathed his intended Legacy, 
r i e e e 66 
g Fe were all enraged at Bis former Behaviour | 
at Nalibam, and ſo greatly. diſobliged, that they 
would not admit him in any of their Houſes, not 
even ſee him-3 ſo that he was (deſtitute of almoſt 
ever individual Neceſfary in- Life. 
MX. B-- (a Gentleman who was very intimate 
with, and had a great Regard for, his F amily) 
ſeeing to what Stcights he was teduced, very 
hoſpitabiy received him into his Houſe; and T. 
| 2 — Here bim 3 ime; 
g wit neceſſary upplies, to pport 
angle of; en. In this Interval 


4. We 9 of 1 


/ i ah. 
AF — 


7 9 | 
-6f Time, Mr. esd) datercedod in h 


ere with his Father, and with dome Difficulty We 


ht him over to a Reconciliation, | 

hen Sir William urged him to bo: Abroad 3 
E and for that Purpoſe got him a Place in 
the Service of the Royal Afr fricen Compry of Bag 
land, at James Fort, in the River Gambia, for 
which Place he ſet Sail, in Company with Gorver- 
nor Aufeur, on Board the Happy Deliverance, in 
the ſaid Company s Service. After his Abodeſome- 
time ac ums Ft, a Diſpute aroſe berwixt him 
and the Governor, who wanted to make him an 
indented Servant for five Years; but Mr. Parſons 
re ſuch Deſigns as thoſe were entirely de-: 
rogatory from his Promiſes, and diametrically op- 


that it was Uſäge he did not expect from Mr. 
Aufeur, and unbecoming a Man of Reg 1 8 | 
8 rs £ CO 8 5 ried N 
Upon theſe Intimations he in ; 
on being permitted to return . — 
the Governor abſolutely refuſed, and gave Ordern 
to the Centinels to 1222 a ſtrict Eye over hint, 
and watch him from making his : Not- 


. withſtanding theſe Precautions of the ——— Oy 


Mr. Parſons reſolutel adhered to his Intentions; 
all Events, to r INTE 
) 


and determined, 
of Fre and by ſome 8 get 
r. Parſons 4 


polite to his own Inclinations and Intentionsſ and 


5 ſet out 


one Day from wins Fort; fally bent ro:emibark © 


on Board ſome Sni 1 —„—„—-— | 
and returni to This News ſdon reach d 


the Ears of the e vrho immediately vent 
after Mr. Parſons; and u 


overtaking him, in 


ſiſted on his returning with hir to Jau Fort | 


which he very reſolutely refuſed, and 
TOs at bows Waun «$56 ek the A * 
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a2 3 


e's to touch ham be nous pr dad upon 
Spot. 


x" I > _ 
vw - a % ns 4nd * * 
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155 who ſent Mee yery kind in ene to neut 
A Hes, W accepted, upon Wai 
—— favourably tectived. Here he ſta 


2 Difficulties, Dangers and Calamities, 
- which. otherwiſe he nevet would have felt, vrt 


Labour 
mas the Motive, a Sort of evil Genii ſeem?d to 
attend him, and he rather choſe ta buffet the 


Storm of f Adverticy for a Month, than loſe the 


How p 
y In ſtern 


the Ties of Nature, impetuouſly 
m 'Peribtions allows in Sin and Iniquity, and 


<8) 


Mr. dufew 
with, or endeavour to 


it fruitleſs to pm 
0 


the Factory,: very prudentiy left him to purſue 
die ae 


and return unmoleſted to Exgland. 

He immediately went on Board a Ship that 
was Homeward hound, and in a hort Time came 
beck fafe to London, where he had not been long, 
before the News of his Arrival reached his Uncle, 


and was treated with. a great deal of Affection and 
Nature ; but as his idle Paſſions always 


winked. his. e eee 


he wanted eithet Inclination. or Reſolution to 


ſubdue his Hydra, or ot imaginary Herrmann 
intimidated his Courage: Whatever 


Gratification- of his Deſires, ever for an Hear 
is Man, whois thus led by 


purſues his Ruin even 
2 of the Laws af 
Cod and Man, the Checks of Virtue, the Dic- 


rates of moral Conſcience, , maral. Honeſty, and 
ruſhes oti efer- 


merely ta indulge! a ſudden Guſt of intemperate 
Paſſions, ſacrifices. every generous, - honourkble, 
humane Sentiment, and ſinks himfelf beneath 


: ths Animal Creation, Hoy few 11 4 
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8 


> 


6 


oer 


5 


8 


n Seim 2 
| ects dion . = 3 


8 el 
ES y 


dd bxtceſive Degree, chat rom "ra 


nds x Re 
ty af to q 
ry 


in a Hat, belongi 
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* — 5 Cale) the 


to Conte an Pea 5 6 18 if the leaſt Drag 
EE 
"aa 'Stroke ef 
in! Raffi, Dining tis Abode 
am Intimacy with ode Ty 2 — 4 
her with Child, WII | he frore Hitti to de | 
e Father of. "is meenſed his Uncle to fuch 


tim dut of Doory, triendlkfs and 
. 5 's 
any, one e 
r Fans 
22 the Sun, 
London, not — 


7 0 by ler Refuge 3 
e e ber 


i his Thirſt at the pi fog ; 


In this Interval he Ja 1 


s Stables in C Backs 
miſttable Condition chene 
cotamiſerate his Cafe, Getter him Cage og te 
cy of the Weather. TR, 


= 8 and 5 
— 


(* 
122 Fawily ee Vd intereſted. in bis Behalf t 
bin i 9 e. greateſt Good-nature. and. 12 5 
nity — ng him all th 
ed there, .whulſt 0 7 85 r. H——> . 5 
. Tally furniſhed, him, with oney for 5 Tao 
and to precure himſelf neceſſary Su lies , 
Some ſhort Time after, bearing bis 
Was in Town, in Conduit: Street, he determined 
o apply ta him; he therefore went to his Houſe, 
the Servant not knowing who he was, im- 
medi ly neroduerd him.. His Father was. pro- 
digiouſiy ſurprized at this ſo unexpected à Viſit, 
and he eee fell on his Knees, confels'd 
his TN. bar, his « Falbes, earneſtly craved his 
0s Miſconduct, and promiſe an 
Pe ment: n this his K ather.grant- 
* ee — is Mother- in Lay, who 
happen d to be preſent; when he 18 in. 255 
the Tendlernels, Humanity, and 2 979 
rich generally diſtinguiſhes the lawful from 
natural ee and which gives them 7 BE 
7 an, to. our warmeſt Affection, he 
indeſt R pect) flew, out of the Room in 
moſt. violent 2 — exclaimed againſt him. i in; the 
Invectives; and bitter R eproach,, and 
Wou d not even ſuffer him to ſpeak. her. Da 
His Father aſk d 15 hl int 558 
to do „and if he had, ng, Thoughts of. Kale 
Life? He told him in his 1 tuation he. be del 
not know what to do, being reduced to great 
Neceſſity, and craved his;paternal Aſſiſtanc and 
Advice. His Father told him, as he was. young 
and healthful, and an, able-bodied Man, in his 
Opinion, he could not; do. better in. wo: Cir- 
cumſtances, than to enliſt himſelf as à private 
Man. in His, Majeſty's Regiment of Tife- wards. 
This ee her ** We 


. . i i * ſalüt wat 


=” *Y 
Kay nj Abe itriagined, that Re 71 


with it might be a Means of forwarding an en- 
tire "Reconciliation, he left him, with Thanks, 9 
tis Pardon, fully determined to put bis Advice 
in Execu clon. Thus Telolved,. Ly went Kae 
diately to to the Horſe: Guards, and fler g him- 
ſelf 48 4 Volunteer, to ſerve in the King's Li e- 
Guards: But how great” Was bis Surprize, when 
inſtead, of receiving him, as he imagined: they 
would Without, any Hefiration, they inade'a De» 
mand of ſeventy Gatte for Admittance. Thi 
embarraſſed him greatly, and entirely ſubyerted 
all his airy, Expectations, Totifident that his Fa; 
ther, with whom: he had, ſo Tong been at Va- 
riance, © and who he Hal! Aif obliged” by* 9 2 
Action of his former Conduct, wodlck never. a 
Fance ſuch a Sum of Money, ta place him in | 
the Station of à private Man; and" Wirth 170 
to EV he 955 85 19 Method oh, pro 
encng ſuch} a Quantity 0 : nor it | 
Aa fingle Goder Chigh 215 and p e 
nüt this very unexpected D ppointmefft, fe was 
pauſng dp pondering abt, to do; büt his rd- 
nünated Thoughts could not ſuggeſt any Scheme 
to him a \trong to effec © the Affair, and 
char tlie Only Method was” to acquaitt his Fa- 
ther of it, and by ſome Means or other endea- 
vour- to bring it to a favourable five, He there 
fore went directly to Mr. B—— in Piccadilly, 
to enquire if his Father was ſtill in Town, but 
Was inform'd © in the Negative, and Mr. 3 
gave him five Shillings, nich he told him his 
Fab . "Had" left for Him before” his Departure. 
This News had 4 violent Effect upon him, and. 
as Reaſon always was 4 Slave to any of his do- 
minant'Paffions, ſa now lie ſeemed entirely to 
diſcard her for ever, and ſuffer himſelf” tg” be 
inet by” tie weak Han of black Deſpite. | 


(72) 
His Courage, 1 which had hitherto ſuſtained and 
| fupported him in all his paſt Difficulties, and Vi- 
 Eiſfitudes of Fortune, now 0 defer ed his Standard, 
8 "3nd left him to the Guidance o every uſurping 
4 | Paſſion. The Laws of Nature and Religion em- 
Þ ed entirely ANG and Fear, which frequently 
reſtrains Mortals from Deeds of Defoe ration, 
(tho* he ſeldom was acquainted with uillani- 
tity) had no Effect upon him, and he was de - 
termined, at all Events, to rid himſelf of a 
bak which then was dot only irkſome, but even 
Hateful to him. 
Reſolutely determined on this raſh Action, and | 
hurried by the Sallies of ungovernable Paſſion, he 
made the beſt of uy to Sf. James Park, 
intendin Gy watch ſom Ae (as he term- 
ed it) © wrap drown himſelf in Ro- 
| Jamond's © bos his Mind was agitated 
by the Father 70 Miſchief, and he was juſt going 
to ruſh into the dreadful. Abyſs, of ExzANirx. 
when the all-wiſe Hand of Providence interpoſed, 
and N the Exception of bis De But 
Heaven, whoſe Wb are inſcrutable, an vaſt the 
| Comprehenſion of aur narrow-limited Fnite Un- 
"' derſtandings, works by ſupernatural Cauſes, and 
= through an unbounded Goodneſs, and wnmerited 
= Com aſton, frequently diverts our Steps from 
„ the Paths of Ruin, an ſnatches us unexpectedly 
78 from everlaſting Miſery. - : 
= „ Whilſt be ſtood hovering an the Verge of | 
Life, 8 Thought came. into his Head, whereby 
| he e might prevent his Fate, and procyre to him- 
elf a comfortable Subſiſtence, at leaſt for ſome 
Time. He immediately recollected that his 
2 *ather's Siſter was lately dead, and that he had 
W Ffeccived a Letter from. his Acquaintanc _ 
= formed him chat ſhe had left his Bro 
W - ' handſome Lug, and of which Lens 8 eb 


— 


— 


. Im agination, ever ferrite? in. 
5 to him 90%, which  hexhodght might 


amongſt 
com miſerated his indigent Circum 


his Ends, he produced the Letter Wwe cite 


| i prom Frerepers of 5 Riches, and which 


| of the Paſſions, ſo having endeavoured always 


Soul; he ſeſdom failed by ſome Art or other ty 
| difcoyer the Wegkneſſes of his Intimates, and 
indeed calual Ac 
falſe Appegrapces and Inſiruations, 


| Court, Fn yt 3 Who, u 1 70 the artful Repre- 
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, « 13) - 
think of making a 


aner Uſe. 
Projects, now 


teſent Purpoſe, and haps in 99 
wo beben and 1 


fome Perſons of his e. he 


Bing 
lating the Death of his Fathet*s | ey as alſo that 
mne Rad Jeff him a very genteel Legacy to. effect 


a V oucher, at the fame Time affertng that 
Acquaintance was 1 05 his Information, 
in lieu of his Brother it ppened to be hf 


Upon theſe Aﬀeyerations, fore Pevfons ads 


TAE him ſeveral] imatt Suns, under 'thefe 


promiſed | faithfully epay in due Time 4 
raining them at. 2295 Time; that doubts 


, k they knew Legacies were never paid til a- 
= Nele asg and à Day after the Beach of the 


Teſtator 3 and onder Sanction of theſe Rempn- 
Go he was foop nyſe from bis aue 
tuatien. 
As Mr. Parſons was always endowed with 3 
aich VoJubilty of Tongue, and a good Matter 


to read the Temper- ang Difpofitions of Men, 
by their extern Luar, and deeming ot 
Face for the Generality, the true Index Of The 


intance. It wag under ſuch 
"that he J- 
gratiated himſelf jnto the Fayour and .good 
pinzon of Mr, X — 2 Taylor in Deutreuvs 


which Mr. P, fedu 
arms iid, , 


- 


# 
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22 
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12 AI. 4 rt Sen an terre 
loully believed al} he advanced And eyen heartie. 
yr pitied his Calamities, but rejoiced that 8 
ſeemed then inclined. to favour him, and gig 
kim an Opportunity of becoming ſerviceable, 
not only to himſelf, but alſo to the Commu⸗ 


_ Mr. X conimiſcrating his Sitvation, and 
believing all he had aſſerted to be real Facts, and 


that there was no Danger of being paid in due 


Time, very . cordially ſupplied _ him with any 
Neceſſaries he choug 


be was enabled to appear in a gay, genteel Man- 


ner, and frequent his old Haunts and Retire- 


"> a9 . | 4149 we * 4 14471 0 * 
ments, where he uſed to meet many of his Sun- 


ſhiny Friends, who were glad of his new Acqui- 


fon of Wealth, thereby flattering themſelves 


with becoming Sharers thereof, ſince no Mad 


was more generous than he was, when he had it 


in his Power. But Par/ons too fatally expe- 


rienced, that inſtead of being able to ſpare - 4 


ta to them, he had not even a Quantum 
| ici for himſelf. He was in this Situation, 
when he accidentally met one Day the Brother 


PER 


of his once favourite Fair, who lived at /althan 
in Hants; and his Intent was to renew his 


quondum Acquaintance .with him, and Addreſſes. 
to his Siſter, and which he had affected, had not 
the Information her. Brother gave him of her 


ſudden Death, made him bury ſuch Thoughts. 


However, Parſons ſtill kept a Correſpondence: 
with her Brother, finding it much to his Advan- 


tage, fince upon the Repreſentations he gave him 


of his Circumſtances, he ſrequently received Sums 


3 . 


of Money from him, and therefore it was no 


to his Purpoſe to forfeit lo beneficial all Intimacy. 


, At 


\ 


| bt proper to Tequire in his 
Way of Buſineſs. Thus equipped with Cloaths, 
and mortgaging frequently his pretended Bequeſt, 


| 233 imagined the mo 


SS BR MG.. 


of the Fair Sex, he thought that Art. alone 


(35) — 
At length his Creditors began to be ſomewhat 


anxious after their reſpective Debts, and; ta r- 


queſt. his Payments thereof; which he yery 
Reedily promiſed. them he would, Tie was 19 
him very unpleaſant, for he could not bear to be 
duun'd ; and therefore reſolved to free himſelf, if 
Pan I their e ene by eee 
or. other. But What Means was the main Point 
and nothing ſeemed ſo likely, por ſo calily com- 

leated, as that of changing his Condition, This 

e wiſel ned t Nt Fele Expedient he 
could, put in 2 and . ſet about. it 
immediately; for as he was ne Stranger to thi 
N of Female Centimes, en 8 
are generally in Extremes, either a Levity 8 
Thoughtleſſock, | K 
vain Contempt, ſo it was no Difficulty to him 


to methodize his Conduct and Behaviour to 


3 


or elſe a moroſe Petulancy, 


their Inclinations and Diſpoſitions. It was/4 


P 
deceived,. than thoſe who are artful in Decep- 
tion; and as Diſſimulation is a, peculiar Quality 


could ſupply him with Weapons to conquer. 
Like a Fs Mes then, he apparels himſelf 
TAY pl AO as a conſtant Viſitor of every 
burt Place, ſuch as Balls, Plays, Operas, Sc. 
hinking ſuch. the molt likely Quarries to find 
any Came. And as the Mind of Woman too 
often is captivated with outward, Appearances, 
and modeſt Foppery, and gilded Nonſenſe, ate pre- 
ferred to plain Decency, and honeſt Senſe; ſo he 
wiſely. conſulted their Appetites, and endeavoured 
to ſound their Inclinations, before he made any 
Profeſſians of Love. However, as an idle 
Anourette was not now the Thing he wanted, 
and a8 Time was, too precious to be loſt in iph 
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2 1 3 fot Cobrtſh wir, both 
Nature, no Wonder he * ſo 
veſt, and thitr His Artifices prevailed. 
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Felicity ſmiled u 


(7) 
ed a continual Scene of uninterrupted Pleaſure ; 
him, and had not his Soul 
been a Slave to his Paſſions, his Days on Earth 
might have been crowned with Joy. But as his 
Mind was continually fluctuating betwixt ten 
Thouſand different Ideas, he never could frame 
one ſolid, ' ſtable Reſolution ; and to this Muta- 
bility of Temper, is owing many of his Misfor- 


tunes; for though Craft and Artifice, with a 


very teeming Brain, furniſhed him with numerous 
Schemes, yet this Migration of Mind made 
him diffident of Succeſs, and e're he had tried 
the Event of one Project, would raſhly deter- 
mine on ſome other, that perhaps, juſt at that 
Criſis, ſeemed more ſecure, and better laid, 
The News of his Marriage ſoon reached the 


Ears of his Uncle, who upon Information there- 
of immediately came to Town, and treated him 


with the greateſt Affection and Friendſhip; aſſured 
him of fis Favour and Kindneſs, provided he 
had now diſclaimed all paſt Follies, 2 purpoſed 
to lead a new Life. All his Relations in general 


were highly pleaſed at this Action, hoping it 


would fix his roving Mind, and prevent his run- 
ning into future Miſchiefs and Extravagancies z 
and to encourage him the more in the Purſuit of 
Virtue, and incline him to a ſerious Way of 
Thinking, they made what Intereſt they could 
in his Favour at Court, and through the Inter- 


ceſſion of the Right Honourable 4—— O—; 


Eſq; he received a few Days after his Marriage, 
a Commiſſion from His Majeſiy, appointing him 
an Enfign in Colovel Cholmondeley's Regiment of 
Foot. This Honour fo unexpectedly received, 
and fo undeſervedly conferred, gave him new 
Hopi and his Soul was ſo elate with dawning 


Ppinels, that he had no other Viſion before 
1 23 bis 
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(38). 


by es but Scenes of continual Plains and 
undiffurbed Content. Gratitude doubtleſs in- 


fluenced him to thank his generous Benefactors, 
for their unmerited Marks of Kindneſs ; and ſtill 
to excite them the more in his Favour, and in- 


duce them to cheriſh a favourable Opinion of 
him, he prudently diſcharged all the Debts he 
owed, of every Nature, and freed himſelf from 
all Incumbrances whatſoever. Whether prompt- 


ed to this Deed by the Principles of Honeſty and 


Honour is immaterial, but it was at leaſt an Act 


of Self. Preſervation, and of keep ping his Credit 


unſtained and unblemiſhed. And it was by ſuch 
| Means as theſe, that upon an Emergency, his 
Needs were ſupplied in future, 


As the beſt Way to overcome any vicious Ha- 


bits, and to reſtrain his outrageous Paſſions, was 


a fix*d and ſettled Habitation, he directly hir'd, 


and fitted gentcelly, a Houſe in Poland. Street, 


where he lived two Years, equally loving, and 


beloved by all his Friends and Acquaintance, and 


eſteemed by all who knew him. During this 


Sojournment he had two Children, one of whom 


is now living, and is Heir to all his ExpeRta- 
tions. I hope it will be pardon'd me here making 


a a ſhort Digreſſion from my Narrative: This ſur- 


viwing Son (if any Thing did) ſcem'd to We 


him more Concern than even the Apprehenſions 


of Death ; and he has often own'd, that as the 
Inhuman and Ungenerous might reflect upon his 


Child for his Miſconduct, the Thoughts of ſo 


ignominious an Exit from the World, and there- 


by ſubjecting his guiltleſs Son to unmerited Re- 
proach, and unjuſt Calumny, gave him more 
Uneaſineſs than all his other OY Hy hts. 


Tho! this by ſome may be 7 a nice Point 
of Honour, yet I cannot * any particular 
Delicacy 


— 
— —— —— 2 we 


„ 
Delicacy of Sentiments; nor is it an evident Proof 
that there were yet remaining ſome latent Seeds 
of Honour in his Breaſt. For a Man of Senſe 
and Underſtanding, labouring under his unhappy 
Circumſtances, ſhould have turned his Thoughts 
towards a future State, rather than any Thing 
terreſtrial, and have endeavoured to compoſe his 
Thoughts, and fit them for an awful Exit. He 


] fhould have ſtrove to guard againſt that Shock, 


which the Nature of any Man muſt feel, who 


has the leaſt Senſe remaining of Probity and true 


Honour, from ſo hideous a Spectacle, ſo terrible 
a Scene, as that of a public ignominious Execu- 
tion. It was his Duty to turn his Thoughts to- 
wards Eternity, to meet his Fate with a calm, 
ſerene, and undiſturbed Mind, that his Soul 
might not be impeded in her Flight to Futurity. 
He ſhauld have perſwaded himſelf, that the Hu- 
mane, Candid, and Generous would never up- 
braid: his San for Faults he did not himſelf com- 
mit, even in the Height of Paſſion ; but on the 
contrary, with true Nobility of Soul, commiſerate 
his Misfortunes. None but little groveling Souls 
can be guilty of ſuch mean Actions, and Scandal 
from a baſe-minded Man is rather Praiſe than 
Infamy. But I doubt this was not the true Cauſe 
of the Compunction and Concern which (he ſaid) 
he felt; I rather apprehend that Conſcience, 
Man's faithful Monitor, then muſter'd before 
him the- long, long Catalogue of Sins he had 
committed, and that his Soul was ſhuddered at 
the black Recital. For however we may flatter 
ourſelves with Tranquility, whilſt undetected in 
our Crimes, yet even in the Height of our Jol 
lity, at our Caronſelt of Mirth and wanton Le- 
vity, when the briſk Goblet chaces round, and 
Laughter fits upon the unclouded Broy, yet then, 
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eyen then, corroding Care will ſteal unſeen awidft | 


our Sports, and twinge the guilty Heart. 


Such (I believe) was the Concern (if he really 
felt any as he pretended) of this unhappy Man, 
yet even theſe 2 1 57 could hardly win bim 
to the Thoughts of Death, and preparing for an 
everlaſting unknown State; but as if infatuated to 
Life, and incapable of throwing it off, he was 
led to deceive himſelf with Hopes of it, even to 
the laſt Moment. But, alas ! it was what he could 
not expect, and the moſt imprudent Thing he 
could be guilty of; therefore, with Chriſtian 


Fortitude, he ſhould have met his Misfortunes 


calmly, and with Chriſtian Faith, Contrition, and 


Sorrow, endeavoured to hope and ftand faſt in 
that Faith wherewith Chriſt bad made bim free, 


and by an expiatory Sacrifice atone for his Tranſ- 


greſſions, nor be again enflaved with the Yoke of 


Bonaage. 


After living two Years in Poland-Strett, he 


removed into Panton-Square, and the greateſt 


Harmony ſubſiſted betwixt him and his Wife; 
nor was he guilty of any Miſconduct, except 


| his FProfuſeneſs in keeping a Chaiſe and Pair, three 


Saddle-Horſes, and. Servants equivalent, which 
indeed exceeded the Bounds: of his Income. 
However, he never had been addicted to any 


Vice hitherto, and Extravagance was his only 
Fault; but now begins the long Train of Miſe- 


ries, Cares, and Sorrows, which terminated in his 
forfeit Life. | I 
Falling in Company accidentally with one 
J-— N——, and who is generally known by the 
Title of Doctor , Tis Man being a Per- 
ſon of a very good Addreſs, and a perfect Maſter 
of Cunning, by ſly Infinuations ſoon - made 


him belicve him to be his ſincere Friend, and 


that 


\ 


gument, he did effect. 


: Houſes which are the Wan the 


that his open Expreiſlons, and Profeſons of 
F *riendſhip, were 85 teal Sentiments of his Soul. 
This induced kim to make him his Companion, 
and he, with (4 ptetended) unreſerv'd Frank- 
neſs, opened his. Cafe to him, and made him 
Maſter of his moſt ſecret Circumſtances. Ac- 
vainted thus with his Affaits, and aun he 
had no Money, Parſe ſons © gener al offered hi 
his Hoſe, and Share his Fortune, 2 
as very ſmall. By the artful Contrivances o 
— he gained ſo far upon him as to e 
him to play, which, with great deal of Ar- 
17 into the 
moſt faſhionable, and yet moſt Mameful Vice in 
Nature, by the chief Emiſlary' of Deſtruction, 
pne may naturally ſuggeſt that he had no great 
Run of very good L ; for let him ay ever 
often, he was ſure to loſe very cor iderably, 
which he found afterwards was hated by N=— 
and the Winner, who was ſure to be ſome Gam- 


bler of N—"s Nog ahi planted pu oſcly 
to decoy the Unwary ; for N—, like alf Gen, 


tlemen of his Profeſſion, had 108 viſible Way 
of ſubſiſting, but by frequenting Gami - Houſes, 
Tennis-Courts, Sc. there, with a 


arcel of 
Rocks, and Sharpers, his intimate K uaintance, 
cxjole and cheat the Inexpert and ecdlels of 
their alth, their Fortune, and their Credit. 
For what Tradeſman will care to truſt a Man, 
who, at one Venture, will riſk his A with a 
common Trickſter, and who is a frequent Com- 
panion of Knaves and Villains ? _ 
. Gaming is certainly the moſt abominable Vice 
dn Earth, the grand Source of every 7505 
and Spring from whence ariſes ſo man 
ders and Robberies. Tis theſe elle 


ylum of | 
Thieves, 
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Thieves, and Pickpock 


. err 


1 
ockets : Can any Thing be 
more. deſpicable than the Character of a Game- 


fer ? Is not he unworthy the Society of Man- 


kind, ſince he has no Thoughts of Right or 
Wrong ; his Head is full of Blacks and Reds, 


and he would prefer the Preſervation of the 


Ace of Spades, to the Life of the beſt Man be- 
neath the Copes of Heaven. The Vice, of 
Gaming has ſuch an Effect upon the Paſſions, 
that Nature immediately ſtarts from her Seat; 
moral Honeſty, and moral Conſcience, may 
be Terms uſed, but never underſtood. The 
Gameſter has no Compunction, no Remorſe, 


Shame, or Humanity; his Conſcience is ſeared 


with. a red hot Iron, and he boaſts in his weak, 
blaſphemous Exclamations, and, vaunting in his 
Impiety, cries, O my Gold !. I have no Gop but 


| thee! - Are not ſuch as theſe. the very Bane © 


Mankind, and worſe than the Brutes that periſ ? 
A Fellow Creature's Misfortunes never move 
his obdurate Heart, and nothing can affect 
him but the Loſs of Money; and then indeed 
he is a dangerous Creature, his, Eyes glare with 
vindictive Rage; he curſes not only Man but 


God, and wiſhes Chaos was come again. If he 
has no other Means of getting a Recruit, the 


Innocent muſt pay for his Guilt, and he com- 
mits Depredations upon the Goods (if not the 
Bodies) of others. Complaints for Reſtoration 
or Injury are vain. What Injury (he cries) do 


I do thee, is not Self-preſervation Nature's eld- 


eſt Law, and'muſt I ſtarve to ſee you enjoy a 
Competency ? No, Nature (at leaſt his Nature) 


*prompts, and I obey her Dictates; tis fit Men 


*who have Souls, (baſeful Miſcreant !) ſhould 
have enough, and let. the parſimonious Niggard 


. toil for more to ſupply my gay Delights. a 


About 


the Sale of his Commiſſion. N 


(23) 
About this Time Mr. Parſons was honoured 
ith a Lieutenancy, and the Regiment being 
ordered into Flanders, he was obliged to go 
with it, He ſtill remained quite a Stranger to 
the Villainy of N, and liking him as a fa- 
cetious, agreeable Companion, took him Abroad 
with him, with a Servant to attend him; little 
ſuſpecting that this Vulture was preying upon 
his Vitals, ſucking out his Heart's Blood, and 
undermining his Content and Happineſs here, 
and for ever. His Extravagancy and the Itch 
he now had for Gaming, occaſioned him fre- 
quently to borrow large Sums of Money upon 


Annuities, Mortgages, or otherwiſe ; and be- 
ing. preſs'd hard for Debts he had contracted in 


the Regiment, whilſt Abroad, which he was en- 
tirely unable to pay, he obtained Leave to 
ſell his Commiſſion, that his Debts might be 
diſcharged, and his Creditors fatisfied. Whe- 
ther any ſuch Thing was done let thoſe ſpeak 
who had the Management of the Affair; but 
he believes very few of them were ever paid, 
and he never received a Farthing Overplus from 
ſtill ſtuck 
faſt to him, whilſt he had any Thing to prey 


upon, and came back with him from Flanders 


to England. Upon his Arrival here; he found 
his Creditors ſo clamorous, as would not 
mit him a quiet Reſidence, at leaſt with his | 
Wife, with” whom 'till now he had always 
lived* in an amicable, harmonious - Manner ; 
therefore, he was obliged to leave her, and 
ſeek for private Lodgings. Finding an Apart 
ment to his entire Satisfaction, at the Houſe of 
Mr. T-—'s, in Gough-Square in Fleet- Street, he 
hired them in the Name of Capt. Brown, and 
Pas d as A a ſingle n in n Army, to 
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Ry 1 24) 
prevent his being found out by Creditors, and be- 


ing reluctantly drove from his eful Aſyl 
Nobody ſuſpecting the Veraciry; of his — 4 
treated him with the greateſt Complaiſance and 
Good-manners, and appearing always gay and 
genteel, preſumed to pay his Addreſſes to the 
Gentleman's Daughter where he lodged; (as he 
falſely calls it, in an honourable Manner) whom 
he debauched, and by whom he has had two 
Children, and ſhe is now in Newgate for Debt; 
he being really thought what he pretended to be, 
the young Lady's Father took very little No- 
tice of his Addreſſes, imagining him to be a Man 
of Fortune and Honor. t. 

; | Defirous to ſhield. himſelf from the Impor- 
tunities of his Creditors, which he thought he 
could not do long in that Situation, he 
ſought ſome favourable Opportunity of evadin 

their gentle Dunns. War being then declar's 
wich France, and he quite out of Employ, a 
lucky Occaſion ſoon preſented itſelf; therefore 
in Hopes of accumulating ſome Wealth, and 
recruiting his tatter'd Circumſtances, in June 


1743, be ſhipped himſelf on Board the Durſiey 


Galley Privateer, Captain Organ Furnell, as 
Captain of Marinas. Being at Deal, and hav- 
ing ſome Buſineſs on Shore, though apprehen - 


ſive of meeting ſome of the Cagehpoles, he de- 


termined nevertheleſs to go, and prepared him- 
ſelf to give them a warm Reception, ſhould 
any ſuch Thing happen. Agreeable to his Ex- 
pectation, ſoon after he was landed upon 


| Beach, he ſaw five or fix Men make towards 


him, with nose of che moſt promiſing Aſpedts 
in Nature, and who ſeemed to have no favour- 
able Deſign in Agitation. Wpon a nearer Ap; 


proach he eaſily diſcovered who they were, and 


accordingly put himſelf in a defenſive _—_— | 


* 


the Priſonets, therefore as {ent on Shore and 


Stock, drew three Bills upon ſocbe eminent 


thought they cquld have any Advice 8 
land in the Louis Eraſing, . 


to ane Mr, om em 
auld) and. to 


on” Ned upon which roy * de- 
ed, and leit him to go on Board again in 
quiet, aſſuring them, that $f hay other ITS 
eps, hs would ſhoot 


1 S, 

3 next ann the 

iled an her Cruize.. ' © TP 
After having been ſome Time. at Seas ahoy 


fell in with a French Privateer, which they took, 


and carried into Cort in Ireland; and here he 
was: taken ill, occaſiqn*d by a Sickneſs amongſt 


left behind, the Privateer ſa be dad a Cort 
ſoon after. In 4 ſhort Time, 
the ready Money he had, and 3 ben 


Merchants in Londen, for which 'he:\received 
ly Pounds: but 2 little Time before he 


them, took the Q 


ppattumty: of: coming to EHS 
a2 Fra Prize, taken 

by ſomd of the Royal: Eumihj Priuasreri, and in 

a few Mays arrived Yate t Plymiouth; Here 

he 2 ſome exc IN -always-keeping 


che deſt C 
ho ere 3 
and Riltiard-Tables,: his Stack 


began to 
. 
Situation he did not know how 
CC 
ae Br | 
Penne rn for whicks he would give him 
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to. marry 
may be hanged for the Theft. Parſons 


45 « 26 5 N 
(being dreſs'd as an Officer, and VIEW carrying 
his Commiſſion. with. him, by Way of Con- 


firmation) he had no Suſpicion whatſoever, and 


very readily lent him che Money. Upon this 
Parſons bought à Horſe of him, riding 
out frequently, told — Day, that 
he was going a little Way in the Country, and 
ſhould ſtay-two or three Days; but inſtead of 


returning to Plymouth, ſet out for London; after 


which, Mr. P—— never ſaw him till he was 
going to Virginia, when the Ship putting into 
Catwater, at \Plymouth, to refit after a hard 


Gale of Wind, and Mr. P — hearing he 
was there, went on Board to ſee. him, at che 


ſache Time telling him he. did' the Trick dex- 


5 trouſiy, freely e uence the Injury, and gave 


Hikack Guine. „ $3642 ee 
-So00 after Mr: Parſons came to: London, 
finding; grow he begun to me. 
ditate ſoine new Way of Relief; as he had a 
terming Brain, a Scheme which he thought ea 
le, he immediately went to a Ta- 


vern in the Strand, and aſk'd the Landlord 
(whom he was well acqu with) if he could 


not ſupply him with a Parſon, for that there 


was a young Lady to whom he was to be in- 
ſtantly married. So Captain, ſays the Land- 
lord, I doubt you have got ſome Heireſs, and 
therefore are deſiraus to her, that you 


eager to execute his Scheme, deſir'd his Expedi- 


e A a yr" tiny — and if 


— prove or the Geremony, # — 


Sy r 2 | 


4 « 


: 
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6 270 8 
him to ſtep to a Jeweller's - and bid- him ben 
ſome plain Gold Rings; but the 
told him he had: «Friend of his, wh ed ur 
Hand, a and if he pleaſed would ſend to Him. 
Well Sir, (ſays:Par/ons) with all my Heart, do 
and as I think atrifling Preſent to my. Wife 
—= not be amiſs,” bid him bring ſome Dia- 


mond Rings likewiſe: The Clergyman ſent, and 


the Rings were brought, when, after chuſing a 
plain one, and alſo a Diamond one of confider- - 


able Value, Parſons pulled out a Draught, de- 


ſiring the Jeweller to — it ; but recollecting, 
with the Clergyman, that when the Cerenſony 
* over, 3 him 1 | 


| longe 
he pretended to — — and made an 5 


Thing, lefe his lar behind him by Way 70 
Blind; but as ſoon as down Stairs, made the beſt 


of his Way to their 


left the poor Clergyman in Jcopardy. 
Soon after he was married, has whe TR 


fore, he entered into che Army, and had the Ho- 


nour of his Majeſty's Commiſſion as Enfign in the 
Regiment of Pool, commanded by Colonel C hal- 
mondeley, which Commiſſion bore Date January, 


1741. 3 — Army in that Station 


bariour was as that in March, 17 44, le was 
to the Rank of a Lieutenant. He might 
e lived very well, had ĩt not been for that Itch 
"= ee hich generally ls left him —_— 
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ho“ fometimes/he got Money, he could not be 
content and make — blGe of it, but ſtil} con- 
tinued to play till he could get no more Money. 

And here it may not be improper to take ſorne 
N otice of that abominable, thoꝰ faſhionable Vice, 
of high Gaming, to which too many of our No- 
bility and Gentry are ſo exeeſſively and ſcanda- 
louſly addicted, to the utter Ruin of many of 
Lock Genes, both as to this World, and it is to 


be feared, the next World: too. This was the 


fatal Spring from whence the unhappy Mr. Par- 
ons drew all his Misfortunes; this was the 

ce of all his Crimes, and the firſt. Cauſe of 
his miſerable and untimely End. What a ſhocks . 
ing Thought is it, that a young Gentleman of 
his Birth, Education, and perſonal Accompliſti- 
ments, ſhould be thus unhappily, tho? moſt de- 


ſervedly, cut off in the Flower of his Days ? He 


who might have been an Honour to his Family, 


and the Del; ht of all his Acquaintance ! And al 


hro his unfortunate Inclination for Gaming; a 
Vier which has, perhaps, brought more y 

Men of gay Dipoſitions, and ſlender F — 
to the Gallows, than any other of thoſe faſhion - 
able Methods, which idle and thoughtlefs People 
take to kill Time, that can be mentioned. This 

lite Diverſion, or rather this wicked and fooliſh 
Practice of gaming High, ſo as to hurt one's own; 
or another Man's Fortune, embarraſſes one's Cir- 


_ Eurhſtances, or deſtroys one's Peace of Mind; this 


is a Vice of ſuch a peculiar Nature, that it ſeems _ 
to N and corrupt the Heart more than 

It is a Kind of declaring War againft 
Mankind: The Gamefter — every — 
that plays with him, as his Enemy, over whom 


be makes it his Buſineſs to take every Advantage 


als if. he. PETIA and —— without a 
a Shilling | 
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( 290% 
in the World, chis is looked upon «4 
nothing. The Gameſter has no Bowels of Cem 


—.— his Heart feds no Tendernefs for any 


z Friends or Foes are all alike to him; he 
builds his Succefs upon their Misfortunes; his 
Avarice or Extravagance muſt be ſupplied; - and 
to theſe every Thing, every tender or friendly 
Connexioh, every bod Tie, every virtuous ant 
honourable Sentiment; muſt be ſacrificed. Of the 
Truth of this Obſervation, the Life of Mr. Par- 


ſons has been but one continued Evidence. As 


no Man was ever more fitly qualified by Nature; 
to impoſe upon, deceive, and abuſe Mankind, 
than he was; fo perhaps, among the numerous 
gaming Miſcreants that he has left be- 
hind him, (iill their Hour too ſpnl tome) none 


ever ſhewed more Inſtances of a Heart fteePd © 


and harden d againſt the Checks of Conſcience 
and common Humanity, than this young Man. 
For what but the blackeſt Ingratitude could. be 
capable of uſing poor Mr. St. in the baſe 
Manner that he did? His Behaviour towards this 
Gentleman deſerves particular Notice here, 

many other Inſtances which might be mention. d. 
— Story of Mr. SH. 0 then, in few Words, 
this: 

During the late Rebellion, Parſon, who was 
a Lieutenant in one of his Majefty's Regiments 


of Foet, having involved kinniſef, by his Extra- 


vagancies, in great Streights, and his uſual Re- 
ſource, the Gaming-table, failing hit; he apphed 
himſelf to Mr. $7. F——, a half- pay Officer: 
After acquainting this Gentleman with the bad 
State of his Circumſtances, he added, that he 
knew no other Remedy than to go down into the 


—_— and join Mater with che Rebels His 


Friend, 
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Friend. W 


freely proffered him the Uſe of, his Horte, to ſave 


ing his Friend in the Face? Not that 


1575 to join the Rebels ; upon which poor Mr. 


Men without the Loſs 
| s is Occaſion was taken Wen 


(39). 


prudent Man, adviſed. 
him by. all Means not to embark in ſuch a deſ-. 


perate Scheme; and in ſhort, . kindly and gene- 


rouſly lent him forty Guineas (as our Information 


ſays) as a preſent Supply,——Soon after this, = 
went again to this ſame Gentleman, and acquai 

ed him that ſome urgent Buſineſs, * —.— 
ticularly Meter $1 (but whether real or pretended 
is. uncertain) abſolutely required his into 
the Country, Whereupan this good · natur d F 


Pallas the Expence ot hiring one. According 
ly, this ungrateful Wretch received the Horſe, 
and directly went to Smithfield and ſold him. — 2 

Having committed this baſe and ungene 
Action, how could he ever think of 4 —— 


e ES | 
could not that lage tame: 
ly. put up with; how then to avoid the Conſe- 
uences was the Queſtion, which this u 

an at laſt determined thus. To be beforehand 
with the juſt Reſentment of Mr. St. Jonny. 
and to put it out of that Gentleman's. Power to 


call him to any Account, he had Recourſe to the 
meaneſt, as well as the wicked Expedient, that 


wo rar t a Gameſter, or Sharper (which 
is the N and vileſt Claſs of Thieves 
. the Woes let their or Rank be, 


what it will) could have thought of. In ſhort; 


he gave in a falſe Information againſt 8 
and Benefactor, accuſing him — a Deſign of 


— Was taken into Cultody,. A4 Was 
Ain be for many Months; nor did 


at laſt re⸗ 
his .Half-; 


The 


— 
* 


8 
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* The ſcandalous? Manger in | which Mr. Porſins 
uſed Mr. D, a Gentleman of conſiderable 
Fortune in Ireland, and another Gentleman of the 
ſame Name and Family, (by Profeſſion a Surgeon) 
by cauſing them both to be taken into Cuſtody, 
by — from the Secretary of State, upon 
'his 6wn' falſe Information, is too notorious to 
need any further Mention. | 
An Artifice of his, which is a 


_ when the Diſturbance was in Mg North, -in 


the Tear 1745, he counterfeited a Draught on 
one of the Collecters of Exciſe for 300 J. as from 
his R H — . The Collector was ſur- 
priſed at ſo large a Demand, — near ſo 
large a Sum in his Cuſtody. - However, he got 
30 J. from the Gentleman, with which Parſons 
EGS off the Ground. Diverſe other Tricks 
has he put upon People, which would take up 
to much Room to be inferted in this 
The above are fufficient to ſhew what Sore of 8 
Man he was, and what an ungrateful Return he 
has made for all the N of Family, Edy- 
— and Fortune 
Sometime after this, f himſelf deftiture 
g in 3 with a 
young Gentleman of the Army, who had on a 
new Suit of Cloaths, Which pleaſed his Taſte, 
kad the Curioſity to ire the Name of the 
Taylor, upon which be ts d him Mr. L 
the Ferſon who made thoſe Cloatha, and aſſured 


him he was an honeſt Man, and if he wanted | 


any would uſe him well. ; 
This Parſons deemed as 4 lucky Hint, and 


ſtrove to improve it; accordingly he went to Mr. 


2.—56, telling him he 2 
a Gentleman (mentioni 
r engaged with a we ek, wal 


ſuch 

a be 

would. give um 
the 
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was at that Time makin 


Directions. 
took it in his Head: to carry Home his Bill, 
here he found the 


5 to equi 


to be ſomewhat caſy. Being thus inſormad tha 
= Comtiniſſam was actually ifluing for Mr, Brown, 


— yy: 5 
the Preference, adding, that his Name was Brown, 


that lic . was then an Officer in ſuch à Regiment, 
ks — Comonſſion in1the. Guards 
out for him, that he 

ould have Occalion for ſame new Clothes, and 
that he might depend on prompt Payment. 
Mr. J. hays . pleaſed with the 
pes of ſuch a omer, -and accordingly 
made {eversl Suits Bente de him, no Way 
doubting his way bebe Payment, which he always 
ſont Home when ſiniſhed, purſuant to Parſons 
However, qne Day Mr., ZL———þ 


pretended Captaip, with 
an Excpſe, (which he {ſeldom Wage for Non- 
payment thereaf immediately, and to apologize 


tor his want of Ceſbiat that Juncture, This gave 


Mr..L——+. Room for 22 of his new 
Cuſtomet, Wberefore he went tothe Mar- Offs, 
e Hany ſuch Perſan as Mr. Brozws hat 
a Commiſſion 1 and upon finding every 
Tbidg uenbalim as Par ſuns had related, begun 


Time, but 


304. in a2 | 
rium * 3 lun in adac 


Kae .edquired- for a very haneſt Homer, 


A We feat io e a 


1. n 
| Draught 6 receive the ſame, and bring the” 
Money. to him. But as-Par/ons had a great 


Porter, and followed him, (for fa ays he 3 if any 
* * Body comes out of the Shop with 

F< again, I am betrayed, if 5 N comes alone * has 
F< received the Money, (and this Caution ſaved 
his Life. The Porter goes as directed, and 
carries the Draught to Sir J— , which he ordered 
one of his Clerks to pay, but the Clerk ſeemed 
very diffident, and notwithſtanding he was twice 
ordered to pay the Amount, refuſed, giving 


very cogent Reaſons for his Suſpicion. | pon 
this Sir — 


Feld, But Parſons, who was planted in à proper 
Place, ſaw the whole Scene, and went another 
Way, leaving Sir Fr to pay the Coacthire, 
and come Home as he went. 

Being fruſtrated in this Project, he Was 3 again 
pur to. his Wits, and obliged to rut. to is 
aptainſbip, a8 a.,Screch to his Knavery. © He 

therefore went ore Day to Mrs. Boltomley. 
4 Hatter, near S.. George 8 Churth, telling her 
that be Had Ordeis to furniſh the Regiment he 
belonged to (then, Hwy Uh Hats, and de- 
fred. me Wea let him have a Sample. This 
Mrs. Bottomley did, and delivered Us Hats at- 
cordingly, when Parſons went to ſeveral Hatters 
to diſps e of them again; alledging, that he had 


Wich Hats, which mat Þeirg dbne 50 tie” Time 
appointed, were returned on his Hands, and 

| 1 Weile ſell them at fone Loſs. He tried: "ſeve- 
ral Hattet, who refuſed the Purchaſe; but at 
laſt Fd it with ſome Dany, and fold 
chen for 80 J. though'the Amount of —__ 


F 


deal of Preſence of Mind, he ſp t out after the 4 


— ordered a Coach, and putting him- 
ſelf and the Porter therein, drove away, to. mith-- 


contracted with a 9 8 Hy 1 y a Regiment 


— 


(34 ) 


e h ht, of Mrs. Bottomley, came to above | 
double that dum. | 
Now. finding his Pranks. had 850 very 
atrocious; CD Bach, that he could ſcarce live 
quietly, and that his Creditars were in daily Pyr- 
uit of him, he framed a Scheme to be ſiezed 
a a diſaffected Perſon, and was accordingly taken 
into Cuſtody, and detained in the Hands of Aa. i 
Meſſenger about 18 Months, where he lived free | 
and peaceable; unembarraſſed with! the Clamours ö 
af dunning Creditors, and free from any AIncum- 
brances. During his Confinement here, ſome 
Perſons promiſed. et him ſome genteel Place, as 
a Reward for his | Fl againſt Captain $7 
J but finding their Promiſes 8 wine 
upon bis Releaſement, to ſhun his Creditors, he 
was obliged to go to Holland. He ſtayed in 
Halland as long as his Caſh would conveniently 
i — but finding it daily decreaſe, he was 
* to come back to England, and live on 
roduce of his fertile Imaginatiqn. Soon after 
Th Arrival he went to a, Maſquerade,. the 
_ Nurſery of Vice and Immorality, the Bane o 
Mankind, that Hellebore to ſocial F riendſkip 
3 Community, and Wl ag Noor tte Shame 
of England. Her ing ue he 
boldly ventured hone 47 Te Th * ſcailing | 
on him that Night, he won a Suffcieney to keep 
him genteely ſame Months, when his ; Stock de- 
| han” a he wrote ſeveral preſſing Le ers to his 
n deſiring he would uſe his 
yours, with the Eaſt- India Company, to 
procure ſome Place in their Land Service. But 
his Eetters met with a Fea, y cold Reception, for 
notwithſtanding his Brother's. Intereſt was. great, 
yet all his ee Vit i. ha 
ird e 00 


— — 2 


— 


— 


ng, Effect, and he | 
A upaſe. At la he a 


wrote 
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him, a Magqyzrape 


widte a 0 Ko Ek — gn mg 
his Aſſiſtance, to enable him to Gon — 

when his Brothet ſent him Word to call on Mt. 
L— at Number 4, in King's. Bench Walks, in 


che Temple. Parſons immediacely went, full of 


ſanguine Expectations that his Brother's Heart 
had relented, and that he had ſert him ſome com- 
fortable Supply. When -he Came there, Mr. 
L old him, he had received a Letter from 
his Brother, the Contents of which « were co wy 
tolloning Purport, uE. 


Mr. fee,” 3 Pit 

Have received. ſeveral Leuers From as 
William Par fans, my unhappy Brother-in- 
Law, og Roch: wa; have frequent Letters 
of this Sort, I have one Way of getting rid uf 


« 
, | 
- oy 
— . * 


chem all, by giving the Suppliant a Guinea, 


Therefore, if he is in ſuch Want as he pretends 
tobe, I beg you will ſupply him with the above 
Sum, and when I:ſee you, will repay it, Sc. at 
the ſame Time giving him to 8 "thi 
0 ft was the fitſt, ſo ĩt wouls be ths * 


of Finding all Hopes: ct Ainſtabte from: 1 


Brother, vain, and drove almoſt to Deſpair, he 
did not know what to do: When fatally for 
d to be at 
Ranelagh, he thought of the following Expedient | 
in order to win ſome Money, and having 
borrowed Money to gain Admittance, he drew 
a Note, with which be play'd for ſmall Sums, 
and being on * loſing Strain, deſired the Per- 
ſon to change him the fame; but the Perſon 
being unable or unwilling he permitted him to 
go, on engaging bis Honour to leave the 2 
fer mat a certain Place. However, goi 


| vffer the ſaid Note forPayment a Day or two - 


F. 2 | he 
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he was apprehended, and committed to Yood- 
Street Compter. During his Secluſion there, which 
was from Auguft to March, he wrote the two fol- 
_ lowing Letters to his Father and Wife; viz. 


* — 


.. Honour'd Sir, 


AFTER ſo profligate and infamous a Life 
1 as I have led, I hardly dare to put Pen 
to Paper to intercede with you for Forgivenels ; 
but by being fincerely penitent of my many and 
enormous Crimes, which I am fincerely from 
the Bottom of my Heart, I hope to obtain Par- 
don of my heavenly Father in the World to 
come; fo, by the ſame Repentance I hope to 
obtain Forgiveneſs of my terreſtrial Parent (and 
my much-injur'd Wife.) Certain it is, I am 
undeſerving the minuteſt Charity from any of 
my Relations, and in a more eſpecial Manner 
from you, who I have ſo greatly and ſo oft” 
.offended. - Notwithſtanding my mi ſpent 
Life, your Goodneſs is ſo. manifeſt. to me in the 
Letter and Support you ſent me by Mr. B——, 
that, during the ſhort Time the Law allows me 
in this World, (through a long and ſevere Im- 
priſonment) I ſhall, in the moſt. grateful and 
humble Manner, be truly thankful for your Ten- 
derneſs and Compaſũon towards mGGGe. 


Wood-Street C ompler, Aug. 1 7, 1748. 
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275 my much-injured Wiſe. | 


Ad I but heretofore been as thoroughly 
ſenſible of my profligate and miſ-ſpent 
Life as now, I need not have dated a Letter to 


you from this diſmal Place. The Refle&ions 


which I now make on my paſt Crimes make'me 


in a Manner diſtracted, and none diſturb my 


Peace of Mind more, than the Barbarities and 
uſpeakable Injuries you have undeſervedly, met 
with from me; I am, believe me, as ſincerely 
penitent for my ill Ufage towards you, and for 
my paſt enormous Crimes, as it is poſſible for 


Man to be; by which Repentance I hope to 
obtain Mercy in the World to come; and For- 


giveneſs from you. 1 Was once eſteemed by you 


as a ſincerely affectionate Huſband, and now 
beg you will look on me, during the ſnort Time 


I have to live, to be, as I ſubſcribe myſelf,” 
"Your ſincerely penitent Huſband, | ; 
un i 


Wix IAA PARSONS. 


XZ © Mr. Parſons was moved by Habeas Corpus 


1 from Wood-Street Compter to Maidſtone, in order 
to take his Trial at the enſuing Lent Afizes at 


Rocheſter. Wben he came to Maidſtone, ; being 
well recommended by the Gentleman who came 
thither with him, and appearing as a Gentle- 
man, Mr. Carey (the Keeper) commiſerated him, 
and uſed him extremely well, ſuffering him to 


„ 


ment in the Day · time 3 but his curſt Ingratitude 


made him uſt this Man ill, by contriving what 
would have been his Ruin, had it taken Effect. 
Parſons. being allowed theſe Privileges, thought 


to anke uſe of them to forward his Liberty, 
and lying with a Perſon who was a Smuggler, 
he communicated his Intention to him, tellin 
him if he coincided therewith, they might calf. 
ly eſcape not only chemſelves, but alſo free all 
their Fellow -Priſoners: However, Par ſons was 
here miſlaken, for his Confident bluſhing at his 
flagitious.Ingratitude, then prudently, ſmother'd 
kis Intent, and jump'd-into the Scheme; on the 
Morrow he inform'd Mr. Cargy, who doubtetl 
the Truth of it; but being inform'd, that if he 
would come ſoftly in the Night at ſuch a Time, 
Carey went according to the Time, and was 
amazed to find it true, wherefore the next Day 
he ſtripped Par ſans of his Favour, and kept him 
under greater Reſtraint. *_ | 8 

In September following, be was ſhipp'd for 
Tranſportatior, on Board the Thames, Capt. 
Dobbins, bound to Maryiznd, in Company with 


about 173 Convicts, 30 of which died in their 
Paſlage ; and when about 100 Leagues Weſt of 


the Land's End, one Night, in a hard Gale of | 


Wind. 


they carried away their Main. Maſt with- 


in three or four Feet of the Docks, Hong their 


| Fore-Top+Maſiz and cartied away their Mizzen 
Maſt ;, and had they not cut away all their Main- 


Rigging; muſt inevitably. have been loſt. This | 
obliged them to put inte Gat/water at Phmouth | 


proceeded on thrit 


8 oyage ; in-about fix Wee 
got within the Capes of Virginia, and on the 


izzen- 


goth of November, 1749, he was landed at Ana- 


polis 


(; 32) 
polis in Magie. After his Arrival here, he 
continued as a common Slave about 7 Weeks, 
when Lord, F—, who is Proptietory Go- 
vernor of à large Tract of Land in Vir irginia, 
having beard ſome Account of him, begun to 
Gen e his Hardſhips, | received him into 
i ene, treated him with great Regard and 
„and * bim a Horſe to N 
1 inis illy . fairing with Mr. Parſent's 
Paſſions, he could not reliſh ſo quiet a Solitude, 
5 calm a 8 wherefore he determined 
uit, the C 4 gecorglngly he went off 
y with this orſe allow d 
80 and went away into the Country; where, 
out a Fortnight before he left Yirgimia, he 
robb'd a Gentleman on Horſeback of five Piſtoles, 
8 and ten Dollars, However, this 
a ſmall Sum, about 11 Days after he met a 
Eck Za and Lady in a Chaiſe, with a CE 
Toer Boa i m be ka 61509 11 G 
zrling, and. three Dollars; but imagini 
Country would be too hot for him, he aging . 
Powtomack River, where he found a Ship juſt 
ready to depart; where ſelling his Horſe, and 
der 2 Fate for his Voyage, he embarked, and 
after a Paſlage. of three Fecks and four Days, 
Peri ſafe at Whitchaves | in rhe North of Kak. 


Once more in England, he was obliged to try 
his Genius for a Maintenance, when feigning 
a Letter that his Father was dead, and he was 
come to Zxgjapd, to take Poſſeſſion of a large 
Eſtate, he age d with. a Merchant at White- 


_ bs Pract im 22 e An ie bim a Rt 
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ee Ween e SO BO 
quent 


Eat ( 40 * E 
Juerited his old Haunts, ſuch as Gamin g. Tables, 
awdy-Houſes, ' Ec. and as this diminihed his 
Stock, he at laſt determin'd to find ſome Method 
of Redreſs. Sick of his bare-ſpun Forgeries, he 
had no Means but the Road left for Subſiſtence 
wherefore in Auguft laſt he ſat out, and rob d | 
two Gentlemen” in a Poſt-Chaiſe, about Eleven, 
of Clock at Night, upon Hounflow- Heath, of five 
Goieas and eight Shillings; from one he took. 
his Watch, which he pledg'd the firſt Thing he 
did the next Morning, at a Pawnbroker's in 
Piccadilly, for 1 J. 11 f. 64. for he always choſe 
to fob in the Night, that in Caſe of Plunder, he 
might diſpoſe of the d the next Day, before 
the Perſons robb d could have an Opportunity 
of advertiſing them. | 
A few Pays after this he robb'd a Gentleman o 
Horſtback; a little on Yother Ide Turnbam Ereen, 
about Twelve at Night, of thirty Shillings, and 
a plain Gold Ring. The Gentleman egg 
hard for the Ring, telling him it was his 1 20 
Wedding-Ring; which Parſons return'd, 
afk*d him if he had any more Money 3 but 1 
Gentleman affuring him he had not, Parſons 
gave. him five Shillings, telling him it was errant 
eceffity that urged him to this for a Subſiſt- 
ance; Whereupon they ſhook Hands, and parted.” 
| Soon after this he ſat out again, and about 
11 at Night ſtopp'd a Coach and Four, between, 
the Halfiouy: Hark and 'Kenſington-Gore; but 
hearing ſome People coming up, he rode off to⸗ 
wards Hotmſlow, and overtaking a Country Far. 
mer, robbed him of one 36 Shiltings Piece, and 
10 Shillings in Silver, and then made for Coln-' 
brook. Sg thither, he met with a Gentleman's 
Servant, (as Ee told him he was) whom be robbe d 
of à Silver Watch and Chain, and two Guineas ant 
an , and then made towards Windſor; from 
whence 


whence he came to Londen, and on the Morrows 
Morning ſold the Watch and Chain .to a. Silvers 
ſcmith in Cheapfide, for two Pounds eight Shillings. 
About the 17th or 18th of Auguſt, at 11 at 
Night, he roblyd two Gentlemen of ſeven Gui- 
neas and ſome Silver, juſt at the Entrance of 
Hounſlow-Heath ; from one of them he took. a 
very handſome Silver Snuff, -box, and rode then 
immediately for Landon, and the next Day fold 
the Snuff-box to a. Jew in Dube s Place. eq 
One Evening, as he was going Home to his 
Lodgings near Hyde- Part- Corner, he overtook a 
SGentleman's Servant in Piccadilly, and falling 
into Diſcourſe with him, found, that the Sunday - 
Morning following be was to go out of Town 
very.carly, with a Portmanteau of his Maſter's, i in 
which was Caſh, and ſome Notes, ſewed in the 
Body of a Waiſtcoat,: to the Amount of a yery | 
large. Sum (as. the Servant told him), how true it 
was he could not anſwer, but determined, to rob 
him of the Portmanteau. Accordingly, on the Sun-- 
day Morning (fatal Adventure to him) he ſat out 
early, and as the Servant was to go by Windſor, de- 
termined to way-lay him. It happen'd that Mr. 
Fuller, his former Proſecutor, and Mr, Beſt, were 
going a Journey, whom Parſons overtook on 
Turnham-Green, As ſoon as they ſaw him they 
knew him, having being been at his Trial at 
Rocbeſter. They took very little Notice of him 
at firſt, but coming pretty near them, and 
dreading ſome evil Conſequences, they deſir'd he 
would keep off, not knowing what were his 
Deſigns. Beſides, it was natural for a Man to 
be intimidated at. the Sight of a Perſon; he had 
proſecuted | a little while before, and who he ima» 
gined was in a diſtant World. However, Par- 
Jons kept near t them, > Oman before, and ſome- 
times 


times behind, till they came very near to Nenne 
fo ʒ when a Perſon on Hofſeback-cathe up, abd -. 


e 
* they all went ints the Town together. 
| Being got into the Town, Mr, Beſt and Mr. 
Fuller got out of the Chaiſe, inſiſting upon Par- 
. Jens ſurrendering himſelf; and ſubmitting to their 
Mercy, or they would raiſe the Town upon 
him. Upon this, Parſons alighted from his 
- Horſe, and in a confus'd, 1 Manner, 
begg'd their Mercy, and to ſpeak with them in 
Tote. Immediately they then went into a 
oom by themſelves; and as he thought Reſiſt» 
ance vain, freely delivered his Piſtols, charg'd - 
nnd prim'd, and confided to their Lenity. But 
on Mr. Day (the Maſter of the Roſe and Crom 
at Hownflow) obſerving that Parſons exactly an- 
ſwer'd the Deſcription given of a Highwayman, 
who at that Time infeſted the Road, the Gentle. 
men thought proper not to fet him go, in Behalf 
| of the Publick ; whereupon a Conſtable was ſent - 
[ for, WhO, upon Tearching his Pockets, found a 
Horn ef Gunpowder, and forge Balls. And as 
Juſtice demands that we ſhould preſerve the 
Property of each other, #s well as onr/own, no 
one will deny, but that ſuch ſecuring of Mr. 
Parſons was incumbent on Mr. Fuller, and ab- 
Tolutely neceſſary for the Safety and Emolu- 
ment of the Communit x. Writ 
Upon being carried before a Juſtice of the 
Peace, he pleaded very much for Mercy, and 
urged his Family, which he hop'd would prove 
in his Favour; but upon Examination, he was 
committed tõ Newgate. - His Behaviour whilt- 
in Confinement was not altogether fuitable to a 
_ Man in tis Circumſtances, juſt hovering on the. 
Verge of Life; for having unhappily #mbib'd a | 
Paſſſon, it prov'd eradicable, and greatly hinder'd 
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- kad always 32 Hopes within himſelf of 4 
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are for a dread 8 F 


and vainly flätrer d himfelf with fuch 
Expectations, and even deseived himfelf* to the 
very laſt Minute. However, he paid the Debt 
2 to Nature and to Juſtice, the 11th of Fe- 
bruary, 1750, purſuant to the Sentence pro- 
8 "gail, bim Gi Juſtice- Rall, in the Old 
Bai 

From ſuch S as theſe, bow neceffary is it 
that every young Man ſhould endeavour to 
guard againſt ſplicting on this fatal Rock of Ex- 
davagance, and to warn them to adhere to the 
old Engliſh Proverb, Never to go beyend their 
LAsr; hgh had this unhappy Gentleman ob- 


J ſerved that Medioeriy, he had never fred 39 


ignominious Fate, but "might | have op a Com- 
rt. to his Family, and an Ornament to Man- 


kind, Theſe giddy Sallies of heated Youth 


hurry them on blindfold to the Gulph of Per- 
dition, and from hence they date the Birth of 


every Calamity they ſuffer ; for could they once 


— to curb their licentious Paſſion, and 
keep them under the Governance of Reaſop, they 


would experience the Sweets, and own there Was 


vo true Felicity, no ſolid Comfort, but ip à Life 
1 cy and Wan "ne 
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Life of WILLIAM PansONs, 


es con naw 0 
Copies of a Number of Letter, wrote b 


him, to ſeveral . 3 wit 
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The following Letter was avrote mike Mr. Parſons, 
on after bis Commitment to Newgate,” to My. 
f uller, * urn who re ebended _ 


SI R, 5 | ws. | 

N entire Reliance on your Goodneſs and | 
| Humanity is the only Apelogy I can make 
for this Freedom, — upon which Preſumption I 
beg Leave to addreſs you, AN flatter myſelf, that 
_ when the unhappy becomes a Suitor for Mercy, 
any Solicitation in ſuch Extremity, will be the 
readier diſpenſed with. 

I preſume there's now no Octafion to acquaint 
ons of my melancholy Situation, and the un- 
| y Co:ſequences attending it: You are the 
Perlon who has — involved me in e and 

rom 


* 
* 
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* 
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3 met you 1 had no other Intention than to ſue 


for your Favour z. for I well knew the dread- 
ful "Conſequence of appearing in your Sight, 
and therefore deſigned to caſt myſelf on your 
Goodneſs, as on a Gentleman, who would take 
no Pleaſure in the Deſtruction of any unfor- 
tunate Man. It is now paſt, but far be it from 
me to accuſe. you of Injuſtice, who has ſo de- 
ſervedly brought me to this Miſery: There is a 
certain over- rxuling Providence that governs all 
our Actions, and the Almighty has been pleaſed 
thus to execute his Vengeance on an Offender 3 
ſuch am I, but withall, [ hope, a ſincere Peni- 
tent ;—one who now ſees the Error of his Ways, 
and longs for a Continuance of Life to reform 
it; on other Conditions I deſpiſe it: But, Oh! 
when I conſider ſeriouſly of an Hereafter, the 
Proſpect amazes—1 tremble and deſpair—I am 
loth to take Leave of this World, till I am bet- 
ter prepared for a happy Reception in the next. 
Surely the Almighty has not withdrawn his Grace 
from me! If not, May not a bad Man become 
good ? Theſe are my Hopes; that is my firm 
Reliance. Granting this, is it not Humanity, 
nay, infinite Charity, to preſerve a Life, ſougf 
only for that End? Certainly it is, and God will 
reward the meritorious Act. Dear Sir, I. pray 
let theſe Reflections have ſome Influence on youz 
and for Mercy, if you are obliged to proſecute 
me, intercede for my Life to the Court, when 


and Power, will have ſo much Weight, that will 


—— 


I am caſt, Your extenſive Intereſt, Character, 


| Joyful Thanks: None but a cor 
can conceive the Sentiments of rag Gratitude, that i 
from a Heart ſo tenderly obliged; WK 


© $06 


) 


d the higheſt Degree induce them to ſbaw Cle- 


mency. For an Act of that abundant Good - na- 
tue, Words would be but poo — — 


would ſpri 
aud in the End, ſuch extreme Humanity ill lead 
to a Virtue, which in this World muſt be its 
own Reward, while it fill new Glories 
w 
and Virtuous hall be crowned with eternal S plen- 
daur, jy nm Man, the bright Foun, 
tain of Mercy and Compaſſion. To. whom, 


while he grants me Breath, Prayers ſhall be in- 
1 MANI en — b 
NO { 0 


-. 


77 
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Tbe World l hamene and charitable ; 
"£ thertfone, Good-oeture induces you to fhew 
Fity on me, I requeſt you'll pleaſe'to imphrtune 
that Gentleman. who ,accawpanied you, te Se- 
crecy. Iam a Stranger to him, neither 
blaue I committed any baſe 


0 unge him ot you to but if tis 
cap Crime of ant deep Dye, tn no 
| thing leſs than Blood muſt make Wr 


rr 


to that celeſtial Manſion, where the G 


ſince my Return, 
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„ (en | 
Copy-of a Hines: Fatey 10 bis Brother and | 


| _ you, nothing but my extreme Affliction, 
and entire Reſianct on your. Goodneſs and Hu- 
manity compels me to: Do not, therefore. be 
diſpleaſed, that an unhappy Wretch 82 ſo 
far on your Good- nature. but wi Pity, and 
Charity, behold me ſupplicating Merey; and 
my the mary be, 5 2h you ſuch a Tenderneſs 
and Meltingneſs of Heart, that you may be deep- 
ly affected with. my Miſery and Calamity ; That 
I deſerve Puniſhment for my Offences to God, I 
acknowledge; I have often provoked his Indig- 
nation, and his Juſtice has again overtaken me :; 
a Piece of great Imprudence occaſioned my laft 
Misfortune, for inftead of being elſewhere, yur 
ly 


Tim: after what is paſt I date addreſs 


ſuant to my Sentence, I was laſt Sunday unlu 


met and apprehended by my former Profecutor 


(Mr. Fuller) who has made Information of my 
returning from Tranſportation, and thereupon 


committed me to this moſt melancholy Place, 
from whence I have ſcarce thę leaſt Hopes of Re- 
leaſe, ail ny povr Life anſwers for the dreadful 
Conſequence. I accuſe him not of Injuſtice, who = 
has brought me to this Miſery, fo my bad For- 
tune has ordained, There is a+ certain over- 
ruling Providence that governs all our Actions, 
and the Almighty has been pleaſed thus to execute 
his Vengeance on an Offender; ſuch am I, but 
withall, I hope, a ſincere: Penitent one . 
now ſees the Error of his Ways, and longs for x 
Continuance of Life to. reform it For, Oha 
when I conſider ſeriouſly of an Hereafter, the 
828 | "I Proſpe& - 
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and tho you ſuffer Loſs and Inconvenience 
it, tho* you facrifice Part of your own Eaſe, 


ſomething in Point of Intereſt and Fortune} 
yet I hope Compaſſion (which I fear I & not 
| 


—_ _w_—— —— — < 
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Proſpect amazes me I tremble and defpair— 1 

an loth to take Leave of this World till I am bet- | 
ter prepared for a happy Reception in the next. 
Surely the. Almighty has not withdrawn his 
Grace from me! If not, May not a bad Man 
become good? Theſe are my Hopes; that is | 
my firm Reliance. Granting this, is it not Hu- | 
manity, nay, infinite Charity, to preſerve a Life 
fought only for that End? Certainly it is, and | 


God will reward the meritorious A&. 


Dear Brother and Siſter, I pray let theſe Re- 

flections have ſome Influence on you, and for 
Mercy's Sake (if not for your own Sake, to 
prevent the Shame and Diſgrace that muſt in- 
evitably enſue by my Ignominy on an innocent 


Family) intercede for me and uſe your beſt In- 
tereſt in my Favour with Mr. Honcywood, whoſe 
deſerved Character as well as Intereſt is eſta- 


| bliſhed, and the World ſpeaks both he and Mr. 

Fuller humane and charitable. If you will be 
ſo good as to apply to him, it will be the Effect 
of a truly good-natur'd Diſpoſition,” and for | 
which you ſhall for ever have my moſt unfeign'd | 


Thanks Poor Return for an Act of ſuch 


uncommon Tenderneſs ! But *tis all I have left 


to give, or by which I can even hope to repay 
that, or the many other Obligations you have 
conferr d on me. I believe you expect nothing 


elſe, for you delight in Acts of ſuch eh F, | 


7 


forego ſome inferior Satisfaction, and "abate 


merit) will prevail on you to over-r theſe 


A 


| Conſiderations, and prompt you to aſſiſt a de- 
- Ritate, unhappy Wretch, utnimers'd in the 1 8 


hel. woods awnS r e 
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Misfortune, and in Want of a charitable Hand 
to raiſe him. I have Thoughts on. my Trial 
to plead my Guilt, and rely o the Mercy of the 
Court; then .whert F am caſt, and my poor Life 
expiring, I ſhall wait for ſome mercitul Heart 
to ſue for Pardon; tho* vain and preſumptuous 
my Expectation, ſomething tells me ĩt mult be 
from you,- or I'm undone. 3 

1 can ſay no more, my Heart is full of Sor- 
row, and Contrition: If tis the Almighty's 
Will that I muſt die, I patiently ſubmit to my 
Fate, and hope that Repentance will in the End 
work out my Salvation May the Almighty 
ſhower down Bleſſings on you and. yours, may 
you be happy in this World, and may you en- 
joy perfedt Felicity in the next, ſuch as is pre- 


| pared. for the Good and Merciful, is the fervent 


| Prayer of 
Los The lat, undone, 
Newgate, WrrriAlr Paxsons- 


To add to my Misfortunes, T am without 
a. Penny to ſupport me, and threatened, fbr 
the Want of what is not in my Power to 
give, to be turned down to the common Side of 


che Jail, among W retches who have no Thougft 


of God or their own' Salvation. T hope the 
Almighty! will inſpire you with Sentiments of 
Compaſſion towards me, and to that End induce 
you to remit me ſomewhat to ſuſtain Life un- 
2 ſuch melancholy' and diſtrefs d Circum- 
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| 4 Aae 1 Parſons 10 a noble Earl, intreating. 


and ſeek your Protection, make my Mind a 


(.# ) 


his CE to ſave. bis Life. 


' My "YR 
Onſcious Shame for. my paſt Offences, and 


Confuſion of Thoughts in being thus con- 
ſtrainꝰd to trouble yòur Lordſhip's Goodneſs, 


State of Anarchy, and that at a Juncture when 


it a be moſt compoſed, ſerene, and tran- 
il. 


There is ſomething, my Lord, uncommonly 
ſhocking in the Ignominy of my. approaching 


; Fate, and the Apprehenſion of being expoſed 


a common Spectacle of Reproach and Infamy, 
to an illiterate, ſenſeleſs Mob, intimidates me 
beyond. Expreſſion, and diveſts my Soul of 
every animating Faculty. 

In the yery Bloom of Life, and the Vigour 
of Health and Strength, when my Blood 


flows high in Youth, and my, Nerves, are yet 


unſtrung, to .be hurried from Earth into an un- 
fathomable Eternity, is dreadful, is tremendous! | 
The Reflection of my condeſcending to the 
Commiſſion of ſuch enormous Crimes, and fly- 
ing in the Face of Equity, Juſtice, Moral Ho- 
neſty, and Moral Conſcience, dyes my. Cheeks 
with crimſon Stains, and ſwells my Breaſt with 


Sighs. But, my Lord, Perfection is quite in- 


conſiſtent with our Nature, and as a repentant 
Offender is ſure to find Mercy at the Throne of 
Grace, may we not hope 4 it from our Crea- 
tor's Vicegerent. Contrition and Penitence are 
the only Means left me of expiating my on, 


s (51) Es 
and if the moſt unfeigned Sorrow for my paſt - 
Crimes is any Atotiement, I may then hope 
for Pity and Pardon. n 

To a noble Mind, my Lord, nothing is ſo 
ſatisfactory, ſo gratefully . pleaſing, as frequent 
Opportunities of doing Good, even tho* the 
unworthy Objects of their . Favour are barren in 
Return. And *tis under Sanction of theſe fla- 
tulent Hopes, that I (who have unhappily for- 
feited all Claim to Merit) now preſume to ad- 
dreis your Lordfhip, and proſtrate on my Knees 
ſupplicate your generous Interpoſition, . in Fa- 
vour of a wretched Victim to offended Juſtice, 
that you will endeavour to deprecate the Wrath 
of offended Majeſty, by ſhielding me from im- 
pending Fate, _ WISE : > . 
An inſupportable Concuſſion of Grief, Shame, 
and Sorrow, almoſt buries my Soul in a ſupine 
Apathy, and drives me to Melancholy; for 
where can I fly for Succour, or Aſſiſtance ? 
Where, but to your Lordſhip's Humanity, and 
illemitable Compaſſion ? Forgive me, then, my 
Lord, this Preſumption; and tho“ my Faults 
are atrocious, let Chriſtianity excite your Pity, 
and ſhelter me from Death, from Shame, from 
dh, | IO. 3 2 BER 
My Afflictions, my Lord, and the Conſide- 
ration of my haſtening Doom, create inexpreſ- 
ſive Grief, which choaks up Expreſſion, and 
will ſcarce permit me to write; yet on my 
Knees I once more crave your bounteous Pro- 
teftion' to ſave a Life, whoſe every Hour 
(ſhould he be ſo happy to be ſpared) ſhall be ſpent 
in endeavouring to deſerve ſuch Mercy, in un- 
feigned Prayers for my generous Preſerver, and 

Ow ede 1 0 \RE'V ___ ardent 
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ardent Deſires of evincing how ſtrictly * 
Fl I ſhall always ſtrive to approve myſelf, 


" 


My Lord, 
Your Lordfhig's 


es dt, 
Malt obedient, th wot 


WO ings, bunk 2 
J Ae 
11, 17507. WILLIAM PARSONS: 


4 Letter from Sir William Parſons 1 6 Frignd, 
Teaelating to his Son. 


1 O ober the 10th, 1750. 
Dear Brewertop, 


* 


T7 BOM the Letter I recaived from my Son, 
I was in Hopes that he would have at laſt 
made a good Uſe of that little Time which I have 
been ſo ſucceſsful as to obtain for him, in order 
that he might be the better prepared for the 
other World, before he leaves this 3 but inftead 
of that, I have the Unhappineſs to hear that he 
makes 2 very bad Uſe of che ſhort Seaſon that is 
moſt kindly allotted him for that Purpoſe ; and 
ſeems to look upon this ſhort Reſpite as an 
earneſt of a Reprieve, which I aſſure you gives 
me more Concern, than even the Thoughts of 
that ſhameful Death he muſt certainly ſuffer 
when the King returns. For the utmoſt Favour 
J have been able to obtain of my Friends from 
the Regency, 1s really no more than this ; * 
0 


* 
* i 
* 


2 


this Truth g for my Peace of Mind, and 


Jails, that will have ſo much Compaſſion for this 


it, and alſo my hearty Pr ayers for his Repen ; 
* ws ca Lean an n0 mare 
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0 dlong as they continue Regents, they will defer 

wg to his former Sentence, but as lope 
a Fus ing returns, that muſt be; and then 
*ris their firm Opinion, that there will be no 
Poſſibility of obtainin ing any farther Favour, and 
chat it will be to no Manner of Purpoſe to aſk it. 
I therefore moſt earneſtly deſire that you will 


endeavour all you poſſibly can to convince him of 


rhaps 
too his Eternal Salvation, depends on it. He an 
die ſaon after the King's — ſo I hope none 
of his Friends will be fo fooliſhly compaſſionate, 
as to give him at this Time any Relief from che 
Severities of a Dungeon, which are wiſely de- 
ſigned as a Means to make ſuch as are in his 


 Cucumſtances ſexiouſly reflect on their paſt Con» 


duct, and of that moſt terrible Sentence which 
in the other World will be paſſed upon ſuch as 
neglect to make 2 good Uſe of that 
which is in Mercy allotted chem for their Re- 
pentance in this. If you can get any truly pious 
Clergyman, that does not commonly attend 


poor Soul, as to endeavour to bring bim to a true 


$enſe of his paſt Offences, I ſhall molt thankfully 
ecknowledqe the Favour to him, after my Son i 
no more. As for my Forgavenels, if it wil 


give him any Satisf » Yau may aſſure him of 


Jen, 


Dur Bremerton, | 
u fuer Yours, 
N. Tale | 


Parſons's 
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Parton 5 Letter to his Father, after 2 he 
former. | 


a 928. 23, TOR. 
| Hon. 8 I R, 
V OUR's of the 10th Current to Mr. 3.— 
uly 


has reached me, the Contents of which I have 
noted, and 'beg your Acceptance of my 
fincere Thanks for your kind Forgiveneſs, which, 
m my preſent Situation, affords me real Satis- 
faction. However flagrant have been my Follies, 
yet *tis more than cruel for any malevolent Per- 
fon to endeavour, by baſe Aſperſions, and 
ſcandalous Miſrepreſentations, to alienate your 
Affection for an unhappy Son, who, in his pre- 


ſent penurious Circumſtances, rather needs an 
Encreaſe of parental Love; and I could with! 


Sir, that you would rather baniſh Credulity, than 


cheriſh that Vulture, which will ever prey upon 
your Peace. 
There are ſome people of ſich a  baſeful, ma- 
lignant Diſpoſition, as to be always uneaſy, un- 
lefs they are ſowing the Seeds of Sedition, and 
raifing Feuds and Animoſities; theſe Egypti- 
an Plagues are the worſt of Evils, and I ſhould 
be extremely ſorry to find, that you would 
ſooner credit the licentious Tongue of Calumny, 
than the Aſſertions of one in my calamitous 
Conditions. Here Miſery reigns in all its 
dreadful Splendor, and nothing is to be ſeen but 
a moſt hideous Night-piece. The Athletic is 
hurried into the Tomb in the Prime of his Age, 
and Juſtice, ' offended Juſtice, with a ſtern Se- 
verity, demands the Victim; yet how gloom 
is the tia, how diſmal the Scene, whi 
| diſplays 


— rr I 7 ·ͥ? _— — 
* - 
— 


n 


diſplays this Evil, followed by a more tremendous 


Group! Care, Pain, Malady, Hunger, Naked- 


neſs, and Cold. Conſider, Sir, this ſhocking, 


yet too ſimilar Portrait, and let Nature (kind 
Moher ) plead. in Behalf of an offended Son! 
With conſcious Shame I own my Follies, but 
can nothing atone for them but Life? Are my 
Faults, inexpiable ? And have the cruel Siſters de- 


creed to cut my Thread? Muſt I be cropt, like 


a juſt opening Flower, e're I have taſted. the 


| Sun's enlivening Heat? Can nothing mitigate 
my Offence, and is my Fate irreverſible? 
I would, Sir, that you ſhould maintain thoſe 


favourable Sentiments of me, you fay my laſt 
influenced you to cheriſn; I hope the Ligatures of 
Nature are not entirely broke, and that you will 


condeſcend to alleviate in ſome Meaſure the pun- 


gent Miſeries I now endure.. If you call the Hu- 
manity of any Friend, who relieves my Diſtreſs 


by trivial Succour, a fooliſh Compaſſion, T am 


very ſorry ; and though the Severities of a Dun- 
geon may be deſigned (wiſely) to awaken Cri- 


minals to a due Senſe of their Offences, . and the 
Thoughts of future Exiſtence 3: yet, if People 
ſhould begin to diveſt themſelves of. Humanity, 


and the common Ties eſſential to the well-order- 
ing of the World, and the Harmony of Män- 
kind, ſuch Scenes of Diſtreſs would rather damp 
the Spirits, and plunge us in Deſpair, or elſe be 
Motives to Atheiſm, and even prevail on Men 
to believe no, ſuperintendent and all- ſufficient 
Power to p eſide over the Affairs of the World; 


and conſequently to think of a State of Annihila- 
tion. From theſe Conſiderations, I hope it will 


evidently appear, that. my Thoughts are not ſo 
volatile and unſteady, as ſome. would endeavour 


to make you believe; nor ſhould we always judge 
3, ' — b kb Tf Q 


(56) 
of Men or Things by outward Appearances; we 
—— — 
Media ti which Men's ons 
to us; and fa d our Deciſion alf 26 1 
_ 4 more ſtrict and accurate Search into them, 

non peremptorily determine, till we had en- 
amined into the fecret Springs and Motives of 
their Proceedings. 
However readily we may allow that mol Men 
are in Maſquerade, and veil their Deeds, howe- 
ver black they are, under the ſpecious Cloak. of 
Friendſhip-z yet no one is more difficult to un- 
ravel than the Schemes of a ſeaſaned Villain, 
couched: beneath the. Diſguiſe of unbiaſſed n 3 
but could we, as Horace lays, 


Detraber: et pellem,. xitidus 2 quijque per « ra 
Cederet ä | 


how hideous would . to an honeſt 
Mind; and how deſpicable muſt that Man be, 
whoſe. Being or Support is. founded on the Ruin. 
of others, nay perhaps his inviolable Friends ? 
That any of my Acquaintance have buoyed 
me up with imaginary Hopes of a Reprieve, is 
falſe and groundleſs, ſince I am ſenſible they 
can't anſwer for the King's Determination; 
am ſorry to find by your Letter that I muſt me- 
vitably die. Tis a tremendous Expr 
more when aggravated by ſuch ſhocking Appen- 
as ſeem to await, my Doom; yet © Who 
« al cireumſcribe the Theatre, upon which an 
« omnipotent Goodneſs may think proper to dif- 
play itſelf? Who ſhall preſume to ſet Bounds to 
„ iyfinite Power, actuated by infinits Bancuo- 
« lence ?”* May not I then Fs to hope, wirk- 
ou +; bang: criminal,. and yet endeavour to bel 
myſe 


— 


ſome Reluctance to argue on a 
| gether the moſt agreeable in Nature, yet yet hope 


I would proceed 
at 1 
me to aſſure you] remain, | 


3 —— Sas but « 1 fad that 


. 


myſelf for a fatal Exit? Fou urg me, ri with 
heme not alto- 


my Circumſtances” will at leaſt” in- 
fluence you to ſend me fome Relielf in my ex- 


treme Diſtrefs, aſſuring you I have ſcarce a 


Suffici to ſaj rt Life; and indeed te- 
ſent Conde — it an irkſome Les! a 
The Ties of Blood I hope will prove a ſuff- 
cient Apology for this Requeſt, and excite your 
Compaſſion- and Aſſiſtance, aſſuring you my 
E Exigencies make it almoſt Miſery to be 
rn; enable me then by kind Succour to drag 
out this T.edium Vita, in a Manner leſs burtfen- 
ſome than it now is, and by a Paternal 
Redreſs, ſhelter me from the Inclemencies of 
Cold, and the terrible Attacks of Hunger, and 
as you have vouchffafed me Pardon, ſtreteh out 
the Hand of 8 to caſe my Sorrows. 
proceed, but Grief preyents fry labour- 


ghts, and choaks 3 * per- 


Hon. ST R, 2 
Tour moſt 2 1 
Daria and contritg 5 ; 
Writ, Paxzons; 


Another Line ſis 67 Willem Parſons' to bis 
OT. 


Have uſed my utmoſt Endeavour Wah @ 
noble Duke, wht is greatly ' my Friend, in 
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vou 1 
World, in Order ta prepare for N 1 3 is 
eier nal. IL need . Ake ra "os: for __ 


know he Hat, 11 & 


e ae + ever ad been. 


\ 


"Paton aer 1 the Former, 


Ebner gur, hk 


VI 8 of the 29d Current EP al 
Yeſterday, the Contents of which I "ht 
very ſeriouſiy — 'd z and though nameleſs, 

t the. Characters are too well known, to.che 1 Ig- 
— Vo from what kind Hand it came, Believe me, 


Sir, unfeignedly thankful for your humane En 


deavours to ſave my Life, which is ſtill a greater 
and more unmerited Mark of your paternal Re- 
gard; 3 bug. as I really don't flatter myſelf with 


Hopes of its Prolongation, endeavour all I am 
able 10. fg. ed W for an . yet 
ban Eternity. 


"Qui pen . 175 innocent, ; 
He who fins and enn * 


1s a darin which bn Jorg been cheriſhed; and 
in ſuch Caſe, I may-dare 46 hope, that . 
the mediatorial Lazer of a Bled Redoewor, 


(3d * 5 
| Hull- meet Forgiveneſs at the, Tram of M 
He aſſutes us, that à willing Mind Is 

and as Lam 41 muſt appear 
the Ju - Seat 'of Chriſt, ſo throu 
Cotitrition T hope to receive angle Fardon; 
for '«« Who ſhall' to ſex Bounds: to mafbs 
„ ute Power, athiated d t Bentwuence ? 
* Who ſhall cireuniſeribe the Thaatre upon which 
4 an ofih;porem' Cordneſt may think Proper to 
« diſplay feſelf? The he that faite Minds 
« enn comprehend the Power: 35 Din how 
«© then can Oinnipotencę en wit _ ax Tue of 
« their Furiſmietion 2" - 

I am thoro oofivikced of u Erro, 
and heartily ſorry for my Pal Miſconduct; how- 
ever, N preſent Suffering A1 2 . 
ment, I ho 0 x A ul asl am 
willing to think your wont Affection {till con- 
tinues, I dare believe in * Situation you would 
not willwgly enhaner ictions by any ag- 
_— Excumſtapes, © or bereift upon my 


OBE! 


My My Ming. Leah; is much more tranquil 
ſince your kind Pardon apd Recon eiliation than 
before; and tho' I am indeed no Ways anxious 

after Life, for 7 bare Sake f.. yet it 
would have be tly fatisfactory to have been 
buried wink e &f making You A- 

mends for N= cafities' und Coneern I have 

Jonny you, by an utter Deteſtatiom and Ablior- 

— hs ee and a ſtrict Adherence to 

Du iety Virus; 1 e not not 

2 200 Wo Whkioud that I fall a juſt Victim to 
the ofehded Laws of my Country, and the 

abuſe Clemency of a merciful Prince; and as 

1 die ig Chriftian Charity with all Men, f6 I hope 

the mio Part of Mankind will be humane 

nl 7 38 
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(60). 
enough to, bury my Faulks, and dot by unjuſt and 
ungenerous-Reproaches ſtain with Intamy an unt 
happy Family, and | xe ans a guiltleſs Son. 
As by your kind Condeſcenſion in honovring 
me with a Letter, 1 have Reaſon to believe hy 
the Ties of Nature are not quite diſligated, ſo I 
hope you will not refuſe my laſt Requeſt of an 
Interview before I die, that on my Knees I may 
receive the Pardon and Benediction of an offend- 
ed, injured Parent, and that my Soul may take 
. Os on Wings of Joy to Rae of Bliſs 

ermanent Felicit v). 
8, Sir, is the earneſt 9 of one who, 

tho! wer. begs to be deem d, of 


Lauri R. 
bon 105 vun moſt daiful Y Met 
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Lie from Paris „iu Wiſe THY 


Derr W 


HAVE, wich the a Concern, re- 
ceived a Letter without a Name, intimating, 
that nothing is wanting towards a Reconciliation, 
but a Recantation of paſt Aſperſions, and e ; 
trition for former Faults. I confeſs myſelf guilty 
of the Allegations laid to my Charge; but if an 
| unfeigned and ſincere Sorrow can make any 
Atonement, believe I feel it in the ſtricteſt De- 
gree. Pardon is what 1 earneſtly: and ardently 
requeſt, refule - me an nor yet this fervent 
* Fo | Prayer, 
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Prayer, that. before my fatal Day of Diſſolũtion 

you will | vouchſafe me the 

| concilementz and to ſhare; with an-unhappy Man 

the moſt: holy; and bleſſed Sacrament,” with an Inter- 

view wich my dear injured, unfortunate Son, 

This Ihope you will not deny, as it is * i 
Petition of him who, tho' wretched, and on the 


wen ee ke n eee, 
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Have too fatally exparient'd; and every — 
ceeding Day is an Aggravation of my Miſery. 
hat I have injurꝰd you in the niceſt Point I al- 
low, with conſcious Shame, and ſincere Sorrow 3 
but as my preſent. Cireumſtances are too diſmal 
to admit of any exaggerating Scenes, and 4 
ſtand hovering on the Verge of Life, ready to 
launch into an unknown World, from w 
Bourne no Traveller has ever returned, ſo I — 8 
not think but your Soul is too noble, at ſuch a 


Happineſs of a Re? 


Criſis, to r. me for my paſt Offences, def oY 
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2 Conſider, Madam, my Situation, 
and 8 your Heart is Woman, ſubject to the 
tenderer. "Paſſions, and im whoſe 95 18 ſtrongly | 
fown the Seeds of Virtue, ſo (meretricious a8 l 
am) I cannot think but that Love which gave 
vu to my Arms, will re- aſſume its Empire; in 
your Breaſt, and: drem me at leaſt worthy your 
Compaſiion,. If, like ſome rude Spoiler, I reapꝰd 
your blooming Charms, yet thoughtleſs flung 
thoſe Charms away, unmindful ef their Worth; 
I rather merit Pity than Contempt for this my 
Weakneſs. And tho I own I Rave too juſtly in- 
curr'd your Reſentment, yet my heart- piercing 
Miſeries, and agonizing Sorrows, might claim 
ſome Share of Forgiveneſs, had I no other Title; 
and tho*. I did. not. rightly. eſteem; the Value of 
that Title, yet the Tie is too ſacred ever to be 
diſſolved, and my Image (I hope): too. ſtrongly 
impreſs'd on your Mind to be eras'd. 
Wen the Sun of my Life ds in its Zenith, 
and i ſhould be . — to ſhine in Meridian 
Laſtre, 'behold me, lixe a air opening Flower, 
blaſted by à Southern Wind. See me, in a fitat- 
ter'd Bark, ready to launch in a tempeſtuous Sea; 
ma — — no Compuùſs for to ſteer 
bur def c den dee — 


al — — $0 Ws beef 266) 
This Anticipation ef my-Mifetics is abe p 
hane'd Dy. the cruel. eki 5e üghts ot Frere: 
— you you, not my dear 2 yet; 

moet again, in Reales of 20. 
7 BG, no more to part: (Nr ſhall We 
| Never meet here and muſt E bs deny'tl in Death 
the Pleaſure of an Interview; db Swrets of Par- 
don from an injur'd Wife, to chear my 2 


geen 
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Soul. Time emu to —— ——— 


and n hurry. me- to 
approaching — 


d N A 
fatal Doom! To be the 
net Bandra Girely inſupportable. 1, who 
(had Reaſon rul'd, 20d Juſtice bore the Sway} 
might. have. been the Comfort of my Friends, 
hey Joy of all, am now ſtruck from the Race 
of Men, as ane who never had Being. Tor- 
menting Pain! How my Soul ſhudders at the 
gloomy Pro 
Thought IS on Thought, ah my Mind is 
like a confus'd Chaos; for in my preſent Con- 
dition, every Reflection adds to my — and 
I can ſcarce compoſe my Mind to Contempla- 
tion, But oh! that dread Hereafter, that awful 
Eternity, chills my Blood, and fills my Boſom 
with ten thouſand Fears. - | 
Believe me, Madam, Language i is too faint 
to deſcribe the Horrors of my Situation, ar. the 
Calamities I endure, ſince the ſofteſt Scene here 
is ſufficient to melt the N ures Heart, 
where Miſery reigns in dread Array 
Allow me then, before I die, to beg to fee you, 
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that tho* unworthy of your Love, I may meet 
your Pardon and Pity ; and if it is le; meet 
_ ay Summons with an untroubled Mind. 


5 "Accept my heany Prayers for the Preſervation 


and Ha eſs of you and my dear Child,: on 
Whoſe Head 1 hope Reproackes for my Faults 
will never fall 3 and ſince I cannot expreſs. my 
veal Pain, F 
r 1 

7 hove wrong'd thee mich, and Hau, bas we 8 
Fr lara ms i "RSG Racy 
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Puri d me to the laſt Retreat of Love, 
Stood glaring like a . nade me cola with 
Horror. 
Mi isfortunes on Miifortunes preſs upon me, 


Swell er my Head, like Waves, and daſb me down. 
| Sorrow, Remorſe, and Shame, have torn my Soul, 


They hang like Winter on my youthful Hopes, 
2 1 the u ng and Promiſe of my Tear. 


I am, with unfrigned Eftrem and Love, 


| Dear Madam, 555 
Wur moſt affectionate 
And unhappy Huſband, 
|  WiLLiAM ParsOvns, 


'{ 


Letter to Mr. Parſons from bis Wi fe. 


Mr. Parſons, 3 8 


F my Advice may yet have any Effet « on you 
for your on Good, I would not. have 1 og 


1 fend my Petition to the King; I ſhall,” 
morrow's Poſt, write to your Father, to 1 


him to come up directly, which I don't doubt. 
but on my Requeſt, he will, and then we ſhalt 
prefer a proper one; and what can be done for 


ou will. be with the Hopes, that if we ſhould 


lucceed, 33 future Life will atone for the paſt; 
if any Thin fhould- happen to prevent his com- 
ing, I ſhall-have a Letter on Monday next, when 

u may nd on hearing from me again, 
= on 7 Fx rr fail. 7 think you =. 
me too well to doubt of my Truth, or think I 
have any Deſign to 3 you, but as all En- 
deavours. may prove vain, I defire you will ſe- 
ou think of dying; for, remember the ſame 


Preparation 


| Ces) - 
Preparation that makes you fit.to die, make you 
fit ro live; but I am ſorry to teff you, your 


firſt Letter is a great deal too romantic, for one 


in your Circumſtances: Mrs. Jenkins told me 
you did not know what Particulars to anſwer to 

my Note; I am ſure your own Conſcience might 
inform you; however, I ſhall ſay no more, but 
conjure you to repent ſeriouſly of all your Crimes, 
and don't deceive yourſelf by a falſe Repentance, 
for tho? all Means are tried, no one knows what 
the Event may be, but live or die, this you ought 
not to omit, . which that you may not do, is the * 


| ſincere Wiſh of 
Monday Morn. 


M. T. P. 


. .Parſons's Anſwer to the Former. 
| Dear Madam, | T7 LIP | 
OURS of Monday I duly received, and 
am gratefully obliged to you for your kind 
Intimations and Advice z the which I ſhall ſtrenu- 


ouſly. endeavour to obſerve, I hope my Father, 
will not refuſe my Requeſt of an Interview be- 


fore Death, nor you neither, ſince that will great- 
ly add to my Tranquility. When I reflect on 
| Tos, Lane and the real Injuries J have done 


Wu, I. cannot think there was any Thing ro- 
dantie in my firſt” Letter; but even admitting 


there was, the Suggeſtion which muſt ariſe from 
the Die Pens r 


| in” to a Perſon, to 
whom (unjuſtly) 1 had lang been eſtranged; and 
the Thoughts which you may Haturally imagine 


aroſe therefrom, might, in ſom Mraſure, flutter 


my Spirits, and occaſion an Incol but Ro- 


| mance none, ſince 1 only wrote the Language of 


* my Fate be as it may; tis my; Buſineſs * 
now to prepare for Futurity, which 1 allure you 
I do, with all the Ardour I am capable y-nd 1 


(56 


hope your Humanity will ſuperſede Juſtice, and 
that you will forgive all paſt Injuries, and by a 
- kind Condolence alleviate the Parkes which re- 
ſults now from the miſerable Situation of, 
| Dear Madam, 
Tour moſt affectionate, 
The? "ww Huſband, 


W. Pa RsOxs | 


Anoiber Letter or Parkns to — * Je. 


Dear Madam, E's 
LTH O' I can claim no Tide to 8 


ſuch a Favour, further than the Ties of 


Nature, and the Laws of God, yet I would fain 
flatter myſelf, bare Humanity, did nothing elſe 


excite, will influence you to accede thereto; and 


as I am ſenſible your Influence with my Father i is 
great, beg your [nterceſſion with him to uſe 
his arduous Endeavours to ſave my Life. 


In my preſent Situation I can but promiſe and 


aſſert, Performances being beyond my Reach; 

but am fully perſuaded, that my future Con- 
duct and Behaviour will be regulated in ſuch a 
Manner, as to afford not only you, but alſo all 


my Friends and Acquaintance, the utmoſt Satif- 
faction; and am convinced, every generous Breaſt 


that ſhall contr̃ibute to ſack: Bleſſing, as. that of 


protracting my Da * will be early pleaſed 1 in 


being acceſſary to ſo happy an Os and ſaving 
a Life that may. be ſerviceable to the Co n 
Pardon, Madam, chis 108 dixit Diſcourſe. 35 


think me vain, Nice what 1 write, are the true 


Sentiment or y Mind, and ſuch as (mal RAY 
God to ſpare Me) I ſhall always ſtrictly agher to, 
and ſtreruvuſly endeayour to convince you ow 
-unfeignedl Jam, OW 1. win tt. - 
" v7 87 15 ear Madam, Wr lee 
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a ſincere Concern and Affe 


you ; —I can ſay no more. 
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A Letter to My. Parſons from bis Wife, the Sun- 


day before his Executian. 
Mr. Parſons Sunday Noon 


5 A Vote 8 to my Promiſe I fent yours in- 


cloſed to your Father, and wrote to him 
in.the Manner I ſent you Word, but have never 
had an-Anſwer, which I can attribute to nothing 
bur the Letters milfarryings for Iam fure he has 
ion for you; I have 

done every Thing in my Power for you, but to 
no Purpoſe; my Aunt this Day delivered a Pe- 


tition to the King, in your Father's Name and 


mine; what Effect it may have is very uncertain; 
the met wich impertinent Ulage from the Fellow 
and old Woman, Whg would not have had iy 


one; they had the Iafblence. to! fay J dete 
Four Death; had that been the Caſe, I need not 


ve. given myſelf and others apy Trouble in 
this Affair; as to them I deſpiſe em, and can't 


think, at this Time, you would be fo baſe ag to 


be concerned with them, or encourage their Inſo- 
lence. Should this ſucceed, I hope your- future 


if will make Amends for ſo much Mercy; but 


as tis ſo uncertain, beg you will make a pro- 


per Uſe of the few Moments you. have to 


live; as to yqur Requeſt of ſeeing me it could 


not be, for I could not bear the Shock of ſeeing. 


you in ſuch Circumftances; T freely forgive you 


all Injuries whatever, and hope God will pardon 
all Crimes, ſupport you in your, laſt Moments, 


and receive _you-to his Mercy, which is the ſin- 
cere Prayer and Hope of her, WhO was always 


| Your faithful and affetionate Wife. 
. $5 My Grandmother and Aunt pray for 
K 2 8 Tue 
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The Petition mentioned 3 in the feegoing Leter Was | 
| em as follows : 1 hog "in 


To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The Petition of William Parſoris, and Mary | 
Tregonwell Parſons, Father and Wife io 
the unhappy William Parſons, now under 
- Sentence of Death in Newgate, for re- 
e from 7. 9 ICIS 


Mp bunbh Cheweth, 


HAT your Petitioners 1 apy: 
Tour Majeſty's moſt gracious Pardon for 
the aid Willow Parſons, and faithfully promiſe, . 


that if Your Majeſty be pleaſed to grant. the - 


fame, they will rake care for the Time to come, 
that it ſhall not be in his Power to abuſe Your 
Majeſty's 3 or , any of Your _ 


 Jeſty's Subjefts 


And your Pettis (as in Duty bound) 
Fe Mall ver proj, kee 8 


WII IAN. "HEARTS, We 
| Maar TR EGON WE I. I. PARSONS. 


A Letter to veins flew a Friend, 1 
8 the Morning of bis Execution. | 


N 115 Feb. a 4 in the lune 
Dear Mr. Parſons, 


HE abrupt Manner in which you were 
hurried from me laſt Night, (even after a 
PFermiſſion had been granted to ſpend _ an 
| our 


* 


— 


„ which you added, he . 


(69) 
Hour with you) prevented my proceeding, i in 


what I had begun 1 | 


TFThat you made me ſhudder, (and ap yon 
< ſhudder as you reflect on'it), when you appealed 
% to the Ordinary, then preſent, that you were 
<& now eaſy, as you had been permitted to take a 
<« final Leave of the Object of your — 


«© Mind ſo much at Chappel (th — . o': you _—_ 
„ not hy) that you could Sh» contain your- - 


*- felf ; the Agitations of your Countenance, 
Which I perceived in you at Chappel, I flat- 
* ter'd my ſelt proceeded from a Mind truly- 


« convinc'd of Sin, and ſincerely ſorrowing for 


e the ſame: But Oh! Sir, when in the Even- 


fing 1 return d and found you 2 with 


the Delilah of your Heart, from whom you 


<« were in a few Hours to be ſeparated, by the 


Execution of a juſt Sentence, and who added 
& to the Corruption of your own Mind and 


c Morals, was doubtleſs one of the many Cauſes 
“that brought you into this earthly Condemna+ 
tion, — and muſt 55 every ſerious Mind, af- 
eiter the r moving Exhortations, which 
« the pious Mr. Gibbons had charitably given 


« you, (and which many of the poor Souls now 


<« to ſuffer with you had not the Comfort of) 
« and after the ſeeming Reſolutions which you 
had made of plucking out a right Eye, and 
« cutting off a right Arm, that you might en- 
te ter maimed, &c, into Life eternal, rather than 


having two Eyes and two Arms, go down in- 


to Hell——But Oh! Sir, how is it that you 
« will treat thus with your Maker ?— What! 
e hug and careſs your Sins to the very laſt Mo- 
a —— 3 that the Law permits you Life; 
« and ſtill boaſt of Eaſe and r of Mind, 


« and Expectations of Salvation thro' the Me- 
_* rits of Chrift, whom vou are now -willing, 
| you 
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1 you lay, tarcceine ing per Hes 
a ö q +? A that the. Law tears Idol from youtr— . 


„ Bur Oh! Sir, - God is not rocked, — bei 
4 a2 God of Juſtice, as well as tender — 
„May \ 19 tremble at the Thought, ——ayd - 
46. wer, gen cauſe you to be wound-- 
5 eds St t you into Tears of Saridw- 
Wo Qonmeink —0h! . 9 
BIR: te to him, whole: Mercy and F 
cc have fo long provoked, for that 1 „ 5 
| 45 Heart, which — promiſed,do not deſpiſe z 
n theſe few Moments depend Eternity y— -- 
chli chat nom an this late Hour you. mighr 
— rs <5: feek his Fact, before whoſe awful Preſence : 
1 WD muſt foor-appear';>Oh ! that you tet 
{2 read and laid to Heart, the Account 15 6 
1 BT | Fs nor ener whoſe Caſe e as: 


1 : * g . 7 35 00 this 4 ? 
F e e pied his dying Examples | 
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FR "yo may WELD, and lament, 


ee beg. Tired of. Fatah 
knew to be mote compaffionate and: meteiful 


A Scham Nen - was, who cefuſed to blefs his Sor 
5 5 bau, {after that he kad deſp fed the Ende) 
1 - Emo? 1 ſought it with. Tete, Br do your . © 
5 e le with hitn for che Bleiog of Pardon 
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